
No. 84 ,857  

IN RE AMENDMENTS TO RULE OF JUDICIAL 
ADMINISTRATION 2.170 - -  STANDARDS OF 
CONDUCT AND TECHNOLOGY GOVERNING ELECTRONIC 
MEDIA AND STILL PHOTOGRAPHY COVERAGE 
OF JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

[February 9, 19953 

PER CURIAM. 

This Court, on its own motion, hereby amends rule 2.170,  

Florida Rules of Judicial Administration. We have jurisdiction 

pursuant to article V, section 2(a), of the Florida Constitution. 

Rule 2 .170  was originally placed in the  Code of Judicial Conduct 

and designated as A ( 7 )  in Canon 3. When the r u l e  was moved to 

its current location in the Rules of Judicial Administration in 

1992, see The Florida Bar Re: Amendment to Florida Rules of 

Judicial Administration, 609 So. 2d 4 6 5 ,  491-93 (Fla. 1 9 9 2 ) ,  the 

introductory language and commentary were inadvertently omitted. 



We have amended rule 2.170 by adding introductory language, 

renumbering the remaining provisions of the rule, and adding a 

commentary. The amended rule is appended to this opinion. This 

amendment will be effective immediately. 

It is so ordered. 

GRIMES, C.J., and OVERTON, SHAW, KOGAN, HARDING, WELLS and 
ANSTEAD, JJ., concur. 

THE FILING OF A MOTION FOR REHEARING SHALL NOT ALTER THE 
EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS RULE. 
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APPENRIX 
RULE 2.170 STANDARDS OF CONDUCT ZXND TECHNOLOGY GOVERNING 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA AND STILL PHOTOGRAPHY COVERAGE OF JUDICIAL 
PROCEEDINGS 

(a) Subjec t  a t a l l  times t o  the  authoritv o f the . .  gresidma -J udae to: (i) control the co nduct o f moceedinas 
before the court; (ii) ensure deco rum and nrevent distractions: 

ice in the and (iii) e n s e o n  of iust. 
p endin Q c ause, electronic media and still Dhotocr r a nhv co veraae o f 
gublic iud i c b l  Droceedinas in the ame llate and trial cou rts 0 f 
this state s hall be allowed in accordance with t b ~  followinq 
B tandar  ds of conduct and technoloav D romulaated bv the Suareme 
Court of Florida. 

. .  

(ah) Equipment and Personnel. 
(1) Not more than 1 portable television camera (film 

camera--16mm sound on film (self blimped) or videotape electronic 
camera), operated by not more than 1 camera person, shall be 
permitted in any trial court proceeding. Not more than 2 
television cameras, operated by not more than 1 camera person 
each, shall be permitted in any appellate court proceeding. 

than 2 still cameras with not more than 2 lenses for each camera 
and related equipment for print purposes, shall be permitted in 
any proceeding in a trial or appellate court. 

purposes shall be permitted in any proceeding in a trial or 
appellate court. Audio pickup for all media purposes shall be 
accomplished from existing audio systems present in the court 
facility. If no technically suitable audio system exists in the 
court facility, microphones and related wiring essential f o r  
media purposes shall be unobtrusive and shall be located in 
places designated in advance of any proceeding by the chief judge 
of the judicial circuit or district in which the court facility 
is located. 

(4) Any "pooling" arrangements among the media required 
by these limitations on equipment and personnel shall be the sole 
responsibility of the media without calling upon the presiding 
judge to mediate any dispute as to the appropriate media 
representative or equipment authorized to cover a particular 
proceeding. In the absence of advance media agreement on 
disputed equipment or personnel issues, the presiding judge shall 
exclude all contesting media personnel from a proceeding. 

(2) Not more than 1 still photographer, using not more 

(3) Not more than 1 audio system for radio broadcast 

(k) Sound and Light Criteria. 
(1) Only television photographic and audio equipment that 

does not produce distracting sound or light shall be used to 
cover judicial proceedings. Specifically, such photographic and 
audio equipment shall produce no greater sound or light than the 
equipment designated in the Appendix to this rule, when such 
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designated equipment is in good working order. No artificial 
lighting device of any kind shall be used in connection with the 
television camera. 

(2) Only still camera equipment that does not produce 
distracting sound or light shall be used to cover judicial 
proceedings. Specifically, such still camera equipment shall 
produce no greater sound or light than a 35mm Leica "M" Series 
Rangefinder camera, and no artificial lighting device of any kind 
shall be used in connection with a still camera. 

to demonstrate to the presiding judge adequately in advance of 
any proceeding that the equipment sought to be used meets the 
sound and light criteria enunciated in this rule. A failure to 
obtain advance judicial approval for equipment shall preclude its 
use in any proceeding. 

(3) It shall be the affirmative duty of media personnel 

(cd) Location of Equipment Personnel. 
(1) Television camera equipment shall be positioned in 

such location in the court facility as shall be designated by the 
chief judge of the judicial circuit or district in which such 
facility is situated. The area designated shall provide 
reasonable access to coverage. If and when areas remote from the 
court facility that permit reasonable access to coverage are 
provided, all television camera and audio equipment shall be 
positioned only in such area. Videotape recording equipment that 
is not a component part of a television camera shall be located 
in an area remote from the court facility. 

(2) A still camera photographer shall position himself or 
herself in such location in the court facility as shall be 
designated by the chief judge of the judicial circuit or district 
in which such facility is situated. The area designated shall 
provide reasonable access to coverage. Still camera 
photographers shall assume a fixed position within the designated 
area and, once established in a shooting position, shall act so 
as not to call attention to themselves through further movement. 
Still camera photographers shall not be permitted to move about 
in order to obtain photographs of court proceedings. 

the court facility while proceedings are in session, and 
microphones or taping equipment once positioned as required by 
subdivision (a)(3) shall not be moved during the pendency of the 
proceeding. 

photographic or audio equipment shall not be placed in or removed 
from the court facility except before commencement o f  after 
adjournment of proceedings each day, or during a recess. Neither 
television film magazines nor still camera film or lenses shall 
be changed within a court facility except during a recess in the 
proceeding. 

( 3 )  Broadcast media representatives shall not move about 

(de) Movement During Proceedings. News media 
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(eL) Courtroom Light Sources. With the concurrence of 
the chief judge of a judicial circuit or district in which a 
court facility is situated, modifications and additions may be 
made in light sources existing in the facility, provided such 
modifications o r  additions are installed and maintained without 
public expense. 

(fg) Conferences of Counsel. To protect the 
attorney-client privilege and the effective right to counsel, 
there shall be no audio pickup or broadcast of conferences that 
occur i n  a court facility between attorneys and their clients, 
between co-counsel of a client, or between counsel and the 
presiding judge held at the bench. 

film, videotape, still photographs, o r  audio reproductions 
developed during or by virtue of coverage of a judicial 
proceeding shall be admissible as evidence in the proceeding out 
of which it arose, in any proceeding subsequent or collateral 
thereto, or upon retrial or appeal of such proceedings. 

electronic media from access to any proceeding, excluding 
coverage of a particular participant, or upon any other matters 
arising under these standards shall be pursuant to Florida Rule 
of Appellate Procedure 9.100 (d) . 

(yh) Impermissible Use of Media Material. None of the 

(hi) appellate Review. Review of an order excluding the 

APPENDIX 

FILM CAMERAS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
on Film 
( s el f bl imped) 

2. Arriflex 16mm-16BL Model 
3. Frezzolini 16mm (LW16) 
Film Camera 
4 .  Auricon "Cini -Voice" 
5. Auricon If Pro I 6 0 0 It 
6. General Camera ss I11 
7 .  Eclair Model ACL 
8 .  General Camera DGX 
9 .  Wilcam Reflex 16mm 

1. Cinema Products CP-16A-R 

16mm Sound 

Sound Camera 
Sound Camera 
Sound on 

sound Camera 
Sound Camera 
Sound Camera 
Sound Camera 
Sound Camera 
Sound Camera 

VIDEOTAPE ELECTRONIC CAMERAS 
1. Ikegami HL-77 HL-33 HL-35 HL-34 HL-51 
2. RCA TK 76 
3. Sony DXC-1600 Trinicon 
4. ASACA ACC-2006 
5 .  Hitachi SK 80 SK 90 
6. Hitachi FP-3030 
7 .  Philips LDK-25 

-5- 



8. Sony BVP-200 
9. Fernseh 
10. JVC-8800~ 
11. AKA1 
1 2 .  Panasonic 
13. JVC 

VIDEOTAPE RECORDERS/used 
1. Ikegami 
2 .  Sony 
3 .  Sony 
4. Ampex 
5. Panasonic 
6 .  J V C  
7 .  Sony 

ENG Camera 
Video Camera 
ENG Camera 
CVC-150 VTS-150 
WV-3085 NV-3085 
GC - 4 8 0 OU 

with video cameras 
3800 
3800 
BVU-100 
Video Recorder 
1 inch Video Recorder 
4400 
3800H 

Comment arv 

1994 m e  ndment . This rule was COD ied from Canon 3A(7) of the 
Code of Jud icial Conduct. Ca nnn 3 A ( 7 )  reDresented a deDarture 
from former Canon 3A(7) rABA Canon 351. The former canon 
aerie rallv aroscribed electronic media and st ill gbotoq r& 
mveraae of iudicial Droceedinas from within and in areas 
immediatelv ad1 'acent to the cou rtroom. with three cateaories of 

(a) use for iud icial administration. (b) co veraae of exceD t ions - -  
investitive, ceremonial. and naturalization aroceedinas, and (c) 
use for ins tructional m r m s e  s in educational institutions. 
$ubi 'ect to t he limitations and nromulaation o f standards as 
mentioned therein. the revised canon constituted a cre neral 
authorization for elpctr onic media and st ill Dhotoa saDhv co veraae 
for all Durwses, includina the z)uraoses exDressed as excegtions 
in the forme r canon. Limited o nlv bv the aut horitv o f the 
Pres idincr iudae in the exercise o f sound d iscretion to srohibit 
filmincr or nhotoaranhina of Darticular narticinants. co nsent of 
particiDants t o coveraae is n o t  recruired. The te xt of the rule 
refers to Dub lic judicial nroceed inas, This is in recoff nition of 

horitv rmos ins in the Dresidincr iudae, uDon I- he exercise the aut 
of sou nd discretion. to hold ce rtain judicial Droceed inas o r 
p ortions thereof in camer a, and in recoa n' it+ i on o f h f  t e act tha t 
certain aroceedinas o Î  DOT tions thereof are made co nfidential bv 
statute. The t e  rm "aresidina iudae includes the chief iudae of 
an aDDe llate tribunal. 
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Original Proceeding - Florida Rules of Judicial Administration 
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