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PER CURIAM. 

The Florida Supreme Court Standing Committee on Mediation 

and Arbitration Rules (the Committee) petitions this Court to 

amend the Florida Rules for Certified and Court-Appointed 

Mediators. We have jurisdiction. Art. V, 5 2 ( a ) ,  Fla. Const. 

The proposed amendments were advertised, and the Court 

requested comments from interested parties. The Committee 

recommends that the  rules be amended with regard to the mediator 

disciplinary procedures. We have received no comments in 

opposition to the proposed amendments. We have reviewed the 
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amendments and believe that the proposed changes are appropriate 

with respect to the implementation of mediator disciplinary 

procedures. 

We adopt the amendments to the Florida Rules for Certified 

and Court-Appointed Mediators as reflected in the  appendix of 

this opinion. The new language is indicated by underscoring; 

deletions are indicated by strike-through type. These rules 

shall become effective upon the filing of this opinion. 

It is so ordered. 

GRIMES, C.J., and OVERTON, SHAW, KOGAN, HARDTNG, WELLS and 
ANSTEAD, JJ., concur.  

THE FILING OF A MOTION FOR REHEARING SHALL NOT ALTER THE 
EFFECTIVE DATE OF THESE AMENDMENTS. 
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APPENDIX 
RULE 10.180 DEFINITIONS 

(a) Board. The mediator qualifications board. 

(b) Center. The Florida Dispute Resolution Center of the 
Office of the State Courts Administrator. 

( c )  Complaint Committee. Three members of the board from 
the division in which a complaint against a mediator originates. 

(d) Co unsel. Counsel a m  ointed bv the center.  at t he 
direction of the comDlaint committee, resDonsible for Dresentina 
the comDlaint to thp  g a n e l .  

Wj-M Division. One of 3 standing divisions of the 
mediator qualifications board, established on a regional basis. 

(f) Investisator. A certified mediator, attornev. o r other 
0ual. ified individual amointed bv t he center at the direction of 
a comDlaint committee. 

fefm Mediator. A person certified by the Florida Supreme 
Court or an individual mediating pursuant to court order. 

wm Panel. Excest when used i n  rule 1 0 . 3 0 0 ,  5 €+ire 
members of the board from the division in which a complaint 
against a mediator originates. 
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RULE 10.190 MEDIATOR QUALIFICATIONS BOARD 

(a) Generally. The mediator qualifications board shall be 
composed of 3 standing divisions that shall be located in the 
following regions: 

(1) One division in north Florida, encompassing the First, 
Second, Third, Fourth, Eighth, and Fourteenth judicial circuits. 

( 2 )  One division in central Florida, encompassing the 
Fifth, Sixth, Seventh, Ninth, Tenth, Twelfth, Thirteenth, and 
Eighteenth judicial circuits. 

( 3 )  One division in south Florida, encompassing the 
Eleventh, Fifteenth, Sixteenth, Seventeenth, Nineteenth, and 
Twentieth judicial circuits. 

Other divisions m a y  be formed by the supreme court based on need. 

(b) Composition of Divisions. Each division of the board 
shall be composed o f :  

(1) three circuit or county judges; 

( 2 )  three certified county mediators; 

(3) three certified circuit mediators; 

( 4 )  three certified family mediators, at least 2 of whom 
shall be nonlawyers; and 

(5) three attorneys licensed to practice law in Florida who 
have a substantial trial practice and are neither certified as 
mediators nor judicial officers during their terms of service on 
the board, at least 1 of whom shall have a substantial divorce 
law practice. 

(c) Appointment; Terms. Eligible persons shall be 
appointed to the board by the chief justice of the Supreme Court 
of Florida for a period of 4 years. The terms of the board 
members shall be staggered. The initial terms of the members 
shall be as follows: 

(1) The judge members and the certified family mediators 
will be appointed f o r  2-year terms. 

(2) The certified circuit mediators, the certified county 
mediators, and the members of The Florida Bar will be appointed 
for 4-year terms. 

(d) Co rnglaint Committee. Each comDlaint committee of the 
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board shall be comDosed a f 3 members. A comDlaint co mmittpe 

comDlaint committee shall be cormosed of: 
all c ease to ex ist after dissos inu of all assicrned cases. Each 

(1) one iudae or attornev, who sha l l  a c t  as the chair of 
the co mmittee: 

( 2 )  one mediator, who is certified in the area to which the 
comDlaint refers; and 

(31 one ot her certified mediator, 

*& Panels. Each panel of t he  board shall be composed of 
5 members. A panel shall cease to exist after disposing of all 
assigned cases. Each panel shall be composed of: 

(1) one circuit or county judge, who shall serve as the 
chair; 

(2) three certified mediators, at least 1 of whom shall be 
certified in the area to which the complaint refers; and 

( 3 )  one attorney. 

-M-LL,L Panel Vice-Chair. Each panel once appointed shall 
elect a vice-chair. The vice-chair shall act as the chair of the 
panel in the absence of the chair. 
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RULE 10.200 JURISDICTION 

(a) Co mnlaint Corn ittee. Each comn laint committee shall 
have such iurisdiction and Dowers as are necess arv to conduct the 
proDer and sDeedy investiffation and disrsosition of anv comslaint. 
The iudue or atto rnev rsresidinq over the comDlaint committee 
shall have the DowPr to comDel the attendance o f witnesses, to 
take or to cause to be taken the desositions of witnesses, and to 
srde r the D ~ C Q  duction of records o r other documentarv evidence. 
and the DO wer of contemst. The co mglaint committpe shall serform 
its investiaatorv funct.ion and h a w  concomitant DO wer to resolve 
cases KI rior to oa n e l  referral. 

WLbl G S l y  Panel. Each panel shall have such 
jurisdiction and powers as are necessary to conduct the proper 
and speedy adiudication and disposition of any proceeding. T h e  
judge presiding over each panel Ims shall have the power to 
compel the attendance of witnesses, to take o r  to cause t o  be 
taken the depositions of witnesses, and to order the production 
of records or other documentary evidence, and the power of 
contempt. T h e  rsanel shall Derform thp adiudicatorv function, but 
shall not have any investiaatory functions, 

( c )  co ntemDt. Should anv witness fail, without 
justification. to rpmond to the lawful subDoe na of the comDlaint 
commit tee or Dane1 or, havina sessonded, fail or refuse to answer 
all inauiries or to tu rn over evidence that has bee n lawfully 
WDoenaed, o r should any Derson be qu iltv of disordprlv or 
contemstuous c onduct before  any Drocee dinu of the co mDlaint 
committee or Danel, a motion mav be f i l e d  bv the comnlaint 
committee o r sane1 before the circuit c o u r t  of the county in 
which the cnnt emR t u s  act was comm ittcd. The motion shall 
allecre t h e  sDec ific failure on the Da rt of the witness r) r the 
sDec ific disorderlv or contemDtuous act of the Derson which forms 
the basis of the allecred contemrst of the comrslaint committee or 
panel. Such motion shall  ray for the issua nce of an order tQ 
show cause before the circuit court whv the circuit court should 
not find the Derson in contemDt o f the comrslaint committee or 
panel and the wrson should not be Dunished bv the court 
therefor. The circuit court shall issue such orders and 
-I udam ents therein as t hp court deems my;) roDriate. 
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RULE 10.220 COMPLAINT COMMITTEE PROCESS 

(a) Initiation of Complaint. Any individual wishing to 
make a complaint alleging that a mediator has violated one or 
more provisions of these rules shall do so in writing under oath. 
The complaint shall state with particularity the specific facts 
that form the basis of the  complaint. 

(b) Filing. The complaint shall be filed with the center, 
or, in the alternative, the complaint may be filed in the office 
of the court administrator in the circuit in which the case 
originated or, if not case specific, in the circuit where the 
alleged misconduct occurred. 

(c) Referral. The complaint, if filed in the office of the 
court administrator, shall be referred to the center within 5 
days of filing. 

WM Assignment to Committee. Upon receipt of a 
a complaint in Droner form, ~ T I T - I I I  

l a i i i L  13 S E I T ~ . ~  UII  ilie i w & i A a i u L ,  the 
center wift2 Shall assign the complaint to a complaint committee 
within 10 davs. A c u i r r p h - '  L u m i i i e e  shall i i l ~ l u d e :  

(el Facial Sufficiency Determination. The co molaint 
committee shall convene, e ither in Derson o r  bv conference call. 
to deter mine whether the alleqation(s1, if true, would constitute 
a violation of these rules. If the co mmittee finds the comDlaint 
to be facially insufficient, the comDlaint shall be dismissed 
without KI reiudice a nd the comDlainant and the  mediator shall be 
so notified. If the comDlaint is found to be faciallv 
suf f icient. t he committee s hall D r e D a r e  a list o f rules which may 
have been violated and shall submit such to thP ce nter. 

f&blEl  Service. The center shall send a copy of the list of 

Service on the mediator shall be made by registered or 

r u l e  violations gresared bv t h e com D lain t co m i  ttee, a CQDY of 
the complaint, and a copy of these rules to the  mediator in 
question. 
certified mail addressed to the mediator at the mediator's place 
of business or residence. 

fefm Response. Within 20 days of the receipt of the list 
of violations Dresared bv t he co mDlaint committee and the 
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complaint, the mediator shall send a written, sworn response to 
the center by registered or certified mail. If the mediator does 
not respond, the allegations znre shall be deemed admitted. 

( h )  Prelirninarv Review. Yno n review of the comDlaint and 
the mediator's remo nse, the comolaint committee may find that no 
violation has occu rred and dismiss the case . The comDlaint 
committee may also resolve the issue pursuant to rule 10.220 (i 1 
herein, 

( i 1 Amointment of Investicrat.0 r. The committee, after 
review of the comnlaint and resDo nse, mav direct the center to 
am0 int an investiaator to assist the committee in anv of its 
functions. Such lserson shall investisate the co mDlaint and 
advise the co mmittee when it meets t o determine the existence of 
grobable ca use .  In the alternative to amointins an 
investiaato r, the comolaint committee or anv member ox: members 
thereof mav investiaate the alleaations. if so directed bv the 

mediator. the complainant. o r both. 
comm ittee chair. Such investiaation may includp meetincr with the 

(i) C O I m i t t e e  Meetins with the Mediator. NQtwithstandinq 
anv other arovision i n  this rule, at anv time while the co mDlaint 
commit tee has jurisdiction, it mav meet with the comnlainant and 
the mediator in an effort tcr resolve thp matter. This resolution 
mav include sanctions if acrreed to bv the mediator. If sanctigns 

the ce nter. 
asp acceDted, all relevant documentation shall be forwarded t 0 

fgj-w Review. If no other disposition has occurred. The 
the complaint committee shall review the complaint, the 
response, and any investiaative reDort, includins any underlvins 
documentation. amd LQ determine whether there is probable cause 
to believe that the alleged mediator misconduct occurred and 
would constitute a violation of the rules. 

+5-)-m No Probable Cause. If @aLlt. Laui>e d n i -  enlai, 
tilt:  C U l n p l & l l i  L " 0 f l h L L l  i the co mDlaint committee finds no ~robab l e  
cause, it shall dismiss the complaint wkt+ l e i i t .~ ;z  i c r  and so 
advise the complainant and to the mediator S t a t l i l y  iliai ilie 
WiiplaL- s l l e y e  5 v l u l a i i m  of ii~ei>e ~ u l m  in writinq. 
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(m) Probable Cause Found. If mob& le cause exists. the 
comDlaint committee mav draft formal champs and forward such 
charcres to t he center for assianment to a rsanel. In the 
altern ative. the comDlaint committee rnav decide not to oursue t he 
case bv filincr a short and slain s t a  tement of the reason(s) f o r  
non-referral and so ad vise the comnlainant and the mpdiator in 
writina. 

( n )  Formal Charses and Cou nsel. If the co molaint committee 
refers a co mDlaint to the center, the comDlaint committee shall 
submit t o  the center formal charses which shall include a short 
and Dlain statement of the matters asserted i n  the comr>laint and 
references to the narticular sec tions of the rules involved. 
A f t e r  considerim the circumstances Q f the comDlaint and the 
comDlexitv of the issues t o bc heard, t he comDlaint committee mav 
direct the center to amoint a member of The Florida B a r  to 
investiaate and Drosecute the comDlaint. Su ch counsel mav be t he 
investisator a m o  inted rsursuant to this rulp if such rserson is 
otherwise CI ual i f ied , 

( 0 )  Dismissal. Ugon the filinq of a stinulation of 
dismissal sicrned by the comnlainant and the mediator with the  
concurrence of the co mslaint committee, the action shall be 
dismissed. 
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RULE 10.230 HEARING PROCEDURES 

(a) Assignment to Panel. Upon referral of a cornplaint and 
formal charges from a complaint committee, t he  center shall 
assign the complaint and formal charges to a panel f o r  hearing, 
with notice of assignment to the complainant and the mediator. 
No member of the complaint committee shall serve as a member of 
t he  panel. 

fcfu Hearing. The center shall schedule a hearing not 
more than 90 days nor less than 30 days from the date of notice 
of assignment of the matter to the panel. 

fefm Procedures for Hearing. The procedures for hearing 
shall be as follows: 

(1) No hearing shall be conducted without 5 panel members 
being present. 

( 2 )  The hearing may be conducted informally but with 
decorum. 

( 3 )  The rules of evidence applicable to trial of civil 
actions apply but are to be liberally construed. 

(el Risht of the  Mediator to Defend. A mediator shall have 
the riuht to defend acra inst all charses and shall have the ricrht 
to be r a r e s e n t e d  bv an attorney, to examine and cross-examine 
witnesses, to comsel the attendance of witnesses to testifv, a nd 
t o  comael the Droduction of documents and other evidentiary 
matter throush the subr;, oena Dower of the Danel. 
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e v * U e I l C e , a  y u e i 3 i l u I h  l a w .  

( f )  Mediator Discovery. The cen ter shall, unon written 
demand of a n a r t v  or counsel of record, sromrstlv furnish the 
followincr: the names and addresses of all witnesses whose 
Ustimonv i s  exDected to be offered at the heasins, tocrether with 
cosies of all written stat ements and transcrints of the testimonv 
of suc h witnesses in the n o m s s  ion of the cou nsel or the center 
which are relevant LO the subject matter of t he  hearins and which 
have n o t  D reviouslv bPe n furnished, 

(a 1 Panel Discoverv. The mediator or the mediator's 
counsel shall, UDO n written demand of the cou nsel or the center. 
promDtlv furnish the  followina: the names a nd addresses of all 
witnesse s whose tes timonv is exDected to be o ffered at the 
hearinn. tocrether with coDies of all writtm statements and 
transcripts of thP testimonv of such witnesses in the Dossession 
of the mediator or mediator's c o w  scl which are relevant to the 
sub1 ec t matter nf the hearinq and which have not rsreviouslv bee n 
furnished, 

fhju Mediator's Absence. If the mediator fails to appear, 
absent a showing of good cause, the hearing shall proceed. 

em Rehearing. If the matter is heard in the mediator's 
absence, the mediator may petition for rehearing, for good cause, 
within 10 days of the date of the hearing. 

em Recording. Any party shall have the right, without 
any order o r  approval, t o  have all o r  any portion of the 
testimony in the proceedings r e r w d e d  rmortcd and transcribed 
a c o u r t  resorter a t  the party's expense. 

fkjm Dismissal. Upon dismissal by the panel of formal 
charges, the panel shall promptly file a copy of the dismissal 
order with the center. 

WW Sanctions. If, after the hearing, a majority of the 
panel finds that there is clear and convincing evidence to 
support a violation of the rules, the panel shall impose such 
sanctions included in rule 10.240 as it deems appropriate. 
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RULE 10.240 SANCTIONS 

(a) Generally. The panel may impose one or more of the 
following sanctions: 

(1) Imposition of costs of the proceeding. 

( 2 )  Oral admonishment. 

(3) Written reprimand. 

(4) Additional training, -ed which mav include 
thP Observation of mediations. 

( 5 )  Restriction on types of cases which can be mediated in 
the  future. 

(6) Suspension f o r  a period of up t o  1 year. 

( 7 )  Decertification or, if the mediator is not certified, 
bar from service as a mediator under the Florida Rules of Civil 
Procedure. 

( 8 )  Such other sanctions as are acr reed to by the mediator 
and the mne 1. 

(b) Failure to Co moly. If there is reason to believe that 
the mediator failed t o  timely comrslv with anv imsosed sanction. a 
h ea ri na sh a 11 be held before a ~a n e 1 conv e n ed f o r t h at nu r g ~ s e  
within 60 days of the  date when the center learned of the allecred 
failure to c omDlv. A findins of the Dane1 that there was a 
willful failure to substantiallv comDlv with anv imgosed sanction 
shall result in the decertification of the mediator. 

wm Decertified Mediators. If a mediator has been 
decertified or barred from service pursuant to these rules, the 
mediator shall not thereafter be certified in any circuit or 
assigned to mediate a case pursuant to Florida Rule of Civil 
Procedure 1.700 or be designated as mediator pursuant to Rule 
1.720(f) unless reinstated, 

fcfm Decision to Be Filed. Upon making a determination 
that discipline is appropriate, the panel shall promptly file 
with the center a copy of the decision including findings and 
conclusions certified by the chair of the  panel. The center 
shall promptly mail to all parties notice of such filing, 
together with a copy of the  decision. 

fa)-k&l Notice to Circuits. The center shall notify all 
circuits of any mediator who has been decertified or suspended +f 

- L  -1 - 1  r 
LU ~ i i e  r i u ~ i u a  n u l e a  U L  
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Appee+ktrFr-'UULt: unless otrierwise ordered bv the Sumerne Cou rt 
of Florida. 

(f) Publication, UDon the imsosition of sanctions, the 
Cent  er shall gublish the name of thP mediator. a s hort summary of 
the  rule or rules which were violated, t he circumsta nces 
surroundina the violation. and anv sanctions imwsed. 

f&m Reinstatement. A mediator who has been suspended or 
decertified may be reinstated as a certified mediator. 
otherwise provided in the decision of the panel, no application 
for reinstatement may be tendered within 2 years after the  date 
of decertification. The reinstatement procedures shall be as 
follows: 

Except as 

(1) A petition for reinstatement, together with 3 copies, 
shall be made in writing, verified by the petitioner, and filed 
with the  center. 

(2) The petition for reinstatement shall contain: 

( A )  the name, age, residence, and address of the 
petitioner; 

( B )  the offense or misconduct upon which the 
suspension or decertification was based, together with 

the date of such suspension o r  decertification; and 

( C )  a concise statement of facts claimed to justify 
reinstatement as a certified mediator. 

( 3 )  The center shall refer the petition for reinstatement 
to a hearincr D a  nel in the appropriate division for review. 

(4) The d i v i a i m  ganel shall review the petition h i i l l  UL 

L **eaLlm and, if the petitioner is found to be unfit to 
mediate, the petition shall be dismissed. If the petitioner is 
found fit to mediate, the dmrtzrm panel shall notify the center 
and the center shall reinstate the petitioner as a certified 
mediator; provided, however, i f  the decertification has continued 
for more than 3 years, the reinstatement may be conditioned upon 
the completion of a certified training course as provided for in 
these rules. Successive setitions for reinstatement ba sed u m n  
the sa me arounds mav be reviewed without a hearinu. 

. . .  
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RULE 10.250 SUBPOENAS 

(a) Issuance. Subpoenas for the attendance of witnesses 
and the production of documentary evidence for discovery and for 

panel, or any member thereof, may be issued by the chair of the 
comDlaint committee o r z, anel or, if the chair of the ga nel is 
absent, bv the vice chair jm i l l m e l l ~ t :  UL L i l t :  c l e - m x l  . Such 
submenas mav be served in any manner provided by law f o r  the 
service of witness subpoenas in a civil action. 

the  appearance of any person before I5ne a comslaint committee I d  

(b) Failure to Obey. Any person who, without adequate 
excuse, fails to obey such a dulv served subpoena sen-& mii h h  
ur -hm may be cited for contempt of the  committee or panel T 

5uLvuma i j ~  c ~ i d t r s l l  U; cull- in accordance with rule 10.200. 
a y  111a~.e 

r 
I I L  U L  ally 
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RULE 10.260 CONFIDENTIALITY 

(a) Generally. Until v - e - % f t e ~ d  sanctions 
n aqreement of the .a r e im D os ed. whether bv the panel or UDO 

wdiator, all proceedings shall be confidential. 

p n b t k .  After sanctions are  imDosed bv a n ancl, all 
docu mentation includina and subseuuent to t hp filinq of formal 
charaes s hall be sub lic with the exceDt ion of those matte rs which 
are otherwise confidential sursuant to law or rule of the SuDreme 
Court. If a consensual aqreement is reached between a mediator 
and a co mglaint committee. onlv the bas is of the comrslaint and 
the aareement shall be released to the public. 

. .  
1 1  Leeul l lyb  b l l b l l  JJt? 

(b) Witnesses. Each witness in everv rsroceed ina under 
these d isciDlinarv rules shall be sworn to tell the truth and not 
disclose t he existencp o f the Droceedina, t he subject matter 
thereof, or the idcntitv of the mediator until the proceedins is 
no lonqer confidential under these disciDlinarv rules. violat ion 
of this oath shall be considered a n act of contemDt o € the 
comDlaint committee or the Da nel. 

fb+m Papers to be Marked. All notices, papers, and 
pleadings mailed prior to formal charges being filed shall be 
enclosed in a cover marked "confidential.11 

fc?M Breach of Confidentiality. Violation of 
confidentiality by a member of the board shall subject the member 
to removal by the chief justice of the Supreme Court of Florida. 

CQmmittee Notes 

1-995 Amendment: The C o r n  ittee believed the rule recsardinq 
confidentialitv s hould be a mended in defermce to the 1993 
amendment to sect ion 44.102. Florida Statutes. that ensrafted an 
exceD t ion to the qeneral confidentialitv reauirement for all 
mediation sessions for the mrsose of investiaatina co mp 1 ain t s 
filed aa ainst mediators. S ection 4 4 . 1 0 2 ( 4 )  m e c  ificallv provides 
that "t.he disclosure of an otherwise Drivilecre d communicat.ion 
shall be used onlv for the internal use of the bodv co nduc t ins 
the investiaation" and that llTPriorl to the release o € any 
disc iDlinarv files to the ~ u b  lic, all references to otherwise 
privi lpqe d communications shall be deleted from Lhe rpcorfi," 

These nrovisions created a substantial Dote ntial Droblern 
when read in conjunction with the Drevious rulp on 
confidentialitv. which made sub lic all Droceedinas a fter formal 
charqes were filed. In addition to the oossiblv substantial 
burden of redactins the files for public release. t herp was the 
potent iallv crreater sroblem of conduct ins ganel hearinus in such 
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# a m n n r  thc ._ossibilit_y_-that confidential 
communications would be revealed du rin a testimon v.  SDPC i f  ically 
the DOSS ibilitv that any Dublic obse rvers would have to be 
removed Drior to the elicitation of any such communication on ly  
to be a llowed to return until the next Dotentially confidential 
revelation. The Committee bp lieves that under the amended rule 
the inteuritv of the disciDlinarv system can be maintained bv 
releasha the results of anv disciDlinarv action touether with a 
redact ed transcriDt o f D anel D r ocee dinas, while st ill maintaininq 
Lhe intearitv of t he  mediation Rrocess. 
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RULE 10.280 DISQUALIFICATION OF 
MEMBERS OF A PANEL OR COMMITTEE. 

(a) Procedure. In any casc, any party may at any time 
before final d isciDlinarv a c t  ion show by a suggestion 
filed in the case that a member of the board before which the 
case is pending, or some person related to that member, is a 
party to the case or is interested in the result of the case or 
that the member is related to an attorney or counselor of record 
in the case or that the member is a material witness f o r  o r  
against one of the parties to the case. 

(b) Facts to be Alleged. A motion to disqualify shall 
allege the facts relied on to show the grounds for 
disqualification and shall be verified by the party. 

(c) Time for Motion. A motion to disqualify shall be made 
within a reasonable time after discovery of the facts 
constituting grounds for disqualification. 

(d) Action by Chair. The chair of the appropriate 
committee or panel shall determine only the legal sufficiency of 
the motion. The chair shall not pass on the truth of the facts 
alleged. If the motion is legally sufficient, the chair shall 
enter an order of disqualification and the disqualified committee 
or panel member shall proceed no further in the action. In the 
event that the chair is the challenged member, the vice-chair 
shall perform the acts required under this subdivision. 

(e) Recusals. Nothing in this rule limits a board member's 
authority to enter an order of recusal on the board member's own 
initiative. 

(f) Replacement. The center shall assign a board member to 
take the place of any disqualified or recused member. 

(9) Qualifications. Each assignee shall have the same 
qualifications as the disqualified or recused member. 
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RULE 10.290 SUPREME COURT REVIEW 

(a) Right of Review. There Anv mediator found to have 
committed a violation of thes e rules shall be h a w  a right of 
review from a deicLlll-l ILLade of the action taken by the  
panel. Review of this type shall be under the jurisdiction of 
the  F ~ U L  ida Supreme Court of Florida. Notice of review shall be 
filed with the clerk of the Ph;jLlda Supreme Court of Florida. A 
mediator shall have no risht of review of anv resolution reached 
pursuant t o  r u l e  1 0 . 2 2 0  (i ) . 

(b) Rules of Procedure. The Florida Rules of Appellate 
Procedure shall be applicable to review by the Florida Supreme 
Court . 
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RULE 10.300 MEDIATOR QUALIFICATIONS ADVISORY PANEL 

(a) Appointment. The Mediator Qualifications Advisory 
Panel shall be composed of 9 members, 3 from each geographic 
division served by the Mediator Qualifications Board. No member 
of the Mediator Qualifications Board shall serve on the advisory 
panel. 

(b )  Membership and T e r m s .  The membership of the panel 
shall be composed of 1 county mediator, 1 family mediator, and 1 
circuit mediator from each division and shall be appointed by the 
chief justice. The initial terms shall be as follows: county 
mediators--2 years, family mediators--3 years, circuit mediators- 
-4 years. All successive appointments shall be for 4 years. The 
panel shall select 1 member as chair and 1 member as vice chair. 
No member shall serve more than 2 consecutive terms. 

(c) Meetings. The panel shall meet as necessary to 
consider requests for advisory opinions. All such requests, 
which shall be in writing, shall be considered only if received 
from mediators subject to the mediation rules. At the direction 
of the chair, in the case where a meeting is not justified on the 
basis of the expense that would be incurred, and after 
consideration of the number of requests for opinions, t h e  panel 
may vote by mail. 

(d) Quorum. The quorum for a meeting of the panel shall be 
5 members, whether action is to be taken at a meeting or by mail. 
A majority of all members shall be required to concur in any 
advisory opinion issued by the panel. After due deliberation the 
panel shall render opinions, which shall be consistent with 
supreme court decisions on mediator discipline, the Rules f o r  
Certified and Court-Appointed Mediators, and considered in licrht 
ef. previous opinions of the panel. 

( e )  Effect of Opinions. While reliance by a mediator on an 
opinion of the panel shall not constitute a defense in any 
disciplinary proceeding, it shall be evidence of good faith and 
may be considered by the board in relation to any determination 
of guilt or in mitigation of punishment. -111AvLi . i b a u d  i c r  

~ : v l l u C L  Lake11 by ariy u i l i ~ ~  -I Ul11e:bb i l ~ e  ull-~-a 
a le  IcleIl"tI-Lal. 
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( f )  Confidentiality. In any opinion issued by the panel 
all references to the requesting mediator shall be deleted. 

(9) Opinions. All opinions of the panel shall be in 
writing, with a copy provided to the Florida Dispute Resolution 
Center. The eeXrter center shall make such opinions available, 
upon request, to any mediator or the public. 
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(h) Staff  Assistance. The F l o r i d a  Dispute Resolution 
Center shall provide s ta f f  assistance t o  the panel. 
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