
No. 8 6 , 8 9 5  

I N  RE: AMENDMENTS TO THE 
FLORIDA SMALL CLAIMS RULES 

[October 10, 19961 

CORRECTED OPINION 

PER CURIAM. 

The Florida B a r  Small Claims Rules Committee has 

submitted its quadrennial report of proposed changes to the 

Florida Small Claims Rules. We have jurisdiction pursuant to 

article V, section 2 ( a ) ,  Florida Constitution. 

The rules committee proposes substantive amendments to 

rules 7.020(b), 7.070, 7.110(e), 7.140(e), 7.221, 7.343, and 

7.345. The proposed rule changes were approved unanimously by 

the rules committee. Pursuant to Florida Rule of Judicial 

Administration 2.130(c), the proposed amendments were submitted 

to the Board of Governors of The Florida Bar for its 

recommendation. The Board of Governors approved the proposed 



changes. The proposed chanqes were published f o r  comment and 

comments dealing w i t h  rule 7.010 (b) were filed by The Fl .o r ida  B a r  

Board of Governors arid t.he Florida Chapters of the National 

Association of Credit Management. These two entities have 

recommended that we increase t h e  juri-sdictional limit of Small 

Claims Courts from $2,500 to $5,000. They poi-nt out that 

inflation alone would justify a substantial increase i.n he 

jurisdi.ct.iona1 limit. They a l s o  note t.hat we have not reviewed 

this matter since 1.388 when we turned down a similar request t:o 

raise the limit to $5,000. In re Florida B a r  Small Claims 

Rules, 537 So. 2d 81. (Fla. 1988). 

A f t . e r  reviewing thc report of t.he rules committee, we 

approve the proposed amendments to the Fl.orida Small Claims Hul FIS 

and follow the recommendation of the Board  of Governors that we 

increase the jurisdictional limit Lo $S,OOO.l The following is a 

brief explanation of the r u l e  changes approved by this Court. 

Subdivision (b) of rule 7.020, "Applicabilit-y of Rules of 

Civil Procedure," expands t.he scope of the applicable Florida 

Rules of Civil Procedure t.o i.ncl.ude r u l e  1.380. This change 

allows a small claims c o u r t  to issue and impose s a n c t i o n s  for 

failure to comply with discovery requests. 

Rule '7.070 is modifi.ed to preclude the application of 

iThe last time we changed thp jiirisdictional limit was over 
twelve years ago. & Florida Bar re Rules of Summarv Procedure, 
461 So. 2d 1344 (F1.a. 1984) (raising juri-sdictional limit from 
$1,500 to $2,500). 



Rule of Civil Procedure 1.070 (i) because Small Claims Rule 

7.110(e) already pcovi.des for dismissal of a claim f o r  failure to 

prosecute after six mor-iths of i.nactivit.y. 

Rule 7.110 (e) is amended to be consistent w i t h  Rule of 

Civil Procedure 1.420 ( e )  . The present. I.anguage prevents the 

dismissal of  an action for failure to prosecute only i f  a party, 

before the moti.on to dismiss hearing, shows good cause in 

writing. The new language prevents t h e  dismissal of a n  action 

f o r  failure to prosecute when a stipulation staying the action 

has been filed w i t h  the court, when a stay order has been filed, 

or when a party shows good cause in writing at least five days 

before the hearing on t h e  motion. 

Rule 7.1.40 (el is revised to express1.y provide that the 

judge, while able to assist an unrepresented p a r t y ,  should n o t  

act as an advocate for that party. The subdivision heading is 

changed from " A S s i s t a n c C  by Court" t o  "Unrepresented Part i -es"  and 

courts are now allowed to assist unrepresented par t i -es  on 

"courtroom decorum" and " o r d e r  of presentation of materi-a1 

evidence. 'I 

Rule 7.221 is amended by the addition of a new initial 

paragraph. The purpose of  this addition is to make form 7.343 

(Fact Information Sheet) available for use by both a judgment 

creditor and a judgment creditor's attorney, even though the 

hearing in aid of execution is not available to the attorney. 

The r u l e  allows the court to include the order  to complete the 
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Fact Information Sheet as part of t h e  final judgment or the court 

may issue the order within thirty days of the order or within a 

reasonable time determined by the court. 

Form 7.340, the final judgment, is revised to make 

provision for interest, including prejudgment interest. 

Form 7.343, the "Fact Informati-on Sheet," is 

substantially changed by the addition and deletion of numerous 

information requests. The changes allow t h e  judgment creditor to 

better evaluate the financial position of the judgment debtor 

invo lved.  

Form 7.345--Stjpul ation for Installment Settlement and 

Stay and Order Approving Stipulation--is modified to reflect 

state statutory changes regarding the rate of post judqment 

interest which dccrues in the event a defendant defaults in 

payment as set forth in the stipulation. 

In the appendix below, deletions are indicated by use o f  

struck-through type. New language is indicated by underscoring. 

The committee notes ;ire offered only f o r  explanation and aEe not 

adopted as an official part of the rules. These amendments shall 

become effective January 1, 1997. 

It is so ordered. 

KOGAN, C.J., and OVERTON, SHAW, GRIMES, HARDING, WELLS and 
ANSTEAD, JJ., CO~CUI^. 

THE F I L I N G  O F  A MOTION FOR REHEARING SHALL NOT ALTER THE 
EFFECTIVE DATE OF THESE AMENDMENTS. 
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APPENDIX 

RULE 7.010. TITLE AND SCOPE 

Claims Rules and may be abbrevin t:ed "k'la. Sm C1, K, " These r u l e s  
shall be construed to implement the simple, speedy, and 
inexpensive t r i a l  of actions at law in county courts. 

(a) Title. These rules shall be cited as Florida Small 

(b) Scope. These rules are applicable to all actions 
at law of a civil nature in the county courts in which t h e  demand 
or value of property involved does not exceed $2,5G3$5,000 
exclusive of costs, interest, and attorneys' fees;  if there i s  a 
difference between the time period prescribed by these r u l e s  and 
section 51.011, F3 orida S t a L u t e s ,  the statutory p r o v i s i o n  shall 
govern, 

RULE 7 . 0 2 0 .  APPLICABILITY OF RULES 
OF CIVIL PROCEDURE 

(a) Generally. Florida Rules of Civil Procedure 
1.090(a), (b), and (c); 1.190(e); 1.210(b); 1.260; 1.410; and 
1.560 are applicable in a1.1 actions covered by these rules. 

( b )  Discovery. Any party represented by an attorney is 
subject to discovery pursuant to Florida Rules of Civil Procedure 
1.280--1.380 directed at s d i d  party, without order  of c o u r t .  
If a party proceeding w i t h o u t  an attorney directs discovpry t o  a 
party represented by an dttorney, the represented party may dlso 
use discovery pursudnt to the above-mentiuned rules wi t h o u t  1 eavp 
of court. When a party is unrepresentcd and has not initiated 
discovery pursuant t,o Floridd Rules of Civil Procedure 7.280- 
-1.380, the opposiriy party shall n o t  be entitled t+a initiate 
such discovery without leave of court. However, the time for such 
discovery procedures rr~y be prescribed by the court. 

(c) Additional Rules. In any particular action, the 
court may orde r  that action to proceed under 1 or more additional 
Florida Rules of Civil Procedure on application of any party or 
the stipulation of all parties on the court's own motion. 

Committee Notes 

1972 Amendment. Subdivision (a) is amended by qiving the 
court authority to a p p l y  additional rules of civil procedure in 
any particular case on the application of a party, st:ipulat,ion of 
a11 parties, or order on the court's own motion. 
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1978 Amendment. These proposed  amendments would help 
prevent overreaching and the ability of one party to o b t a i n  
judgment without giving the court the full opportunity to 
consider the merits of t h e  case. When attorneys are involved, the 
rule would preserve the ability of the parties to fully develop 
their cases. 

1996 Amendment, The addition nf F l a .  R. Civ. P .  1.380 
enables the cou rt to issue a nd impose sanctions for failure to 
GomPlv with discoverv reuuest S. 

RULE 7 . 0 7 0 .  METHOD OF SERVICE 
OF PROCESS 

Service of proc:es:j shall be effected as provided by law 
or as provided by Florida R u l e 2  of Civil Procedure 1.070 (a )  - (h) . 
Constructive service or substituted service of process may be 
effected as provided by l a w .  Servicp of process on Florida 
residents only may also be pffected by certified mail, return 
receipt signed by the defendant, or someone authorized to receive 
mail at the residence or principal place of business of the 
defendant, the cost of which is in addition to the fili.ny f ee .  

Committee Notes 

1978 Amendment. Present rule provides f o r  certified or 
registered mail. Certified mail has not been satisfactory since 
the Postal Service does not deliver to the defendant in all 
cases. 

1984 Amendment. Mail service is allowed on persons 
authorized to receive mail f o r  the defendant similar to 
substituted service by the sheriff on a resident: of the 
defendant's abode. The proposal clarifies the rule that service 
by mail is not available for out-of-state defendants. 

1992 Amendment. The committee has found that most 
jurisdictions forward the summons and complaint for service by 
certified mail rather than registered mail. Therefore, the rule 
i s  changed to conform to the custom and to be more in k e e p i n g  
with the other service requirements that Are requirod by 
certified mail as opposed to registered I n c l i l .  

1996 Amendment. The r u l e  is be ins modified to exclude 
Fla. R. Civ. P. l.O7O(i) hPcau se Small Claims Rule 7.110(e) 

6 months of inactivitv. 
provides for dismissal of ei claim for failure to D r o s P C U t  - e  a f t e r  
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Court's Commentary 

1972 Amendment. The payment of costs  of service by 
certified or registered mail from the filing fee is authorized by 
section 34.041(1), Florida Statutes; chapter 72-404, Laws of 
Florida. 

RULE 7.110. DISMISSAL OF ACTIONS 

(a) Voluntary Dismissal; Effect Thereof. 

(1) B y  P a r t i e s .  Except in actions where property has 
been seized or is in the custody of the court, an action may be 
dismissed by the plaintiff without order of court (A) by the 
plaintiff informing the defendant and clerk of the dismissal 
before the trial date fixed in t - h e  not-ice to appear, or before 
retirement of the jury in a case tried befo re  a jury or befo re  
submission of a nonjury case to the court for decision, or (B) by 
filing a stipulation of dismissal signed by all parties who have 
appeared i .n  the action. IJnless otherwise stated, the d.ismissa1 is 
without prejudice, except that a dismissal.. operates as an 
adjudication on the merits when a plaintiff has once dismissed i.n 
any court an action based on or includi.ng the same c l a i m .  

(2) By Order o f  t h e  C o u r t ;  I f  C o u n t e r c l a i m .  Except as 
provided in subdivision (a) (1) of this rule, an action shall not 
be dismissed at a party's inst-ance except upon order of the court 
and on s u c h  terms dncl conditions as the court, deems proper. Tf a 
counterclaim has been made by the defendant before the plaintiff 
dismisses voluntarily, the action shall not be dismissed against 
the defendant's objections unless the counterclaim can remain 
pending for independent adjudication. Unless otherwise specified 
in the order, a dismissal under this subdivision is without 
prejudice. 

(b) Involuntary Dismissal. Any party may move for 
dismissal of an action or of any claim against that p a r t y  f o r  
failure of an adverse party to comply with these r u l e s  or any 
order of c o u r t .  After a p a r t y  seeking affirmative relief in an 
action has completed the presentation of evidence, any other 
party may move for a dismissal on the ground that upon t h e  facts 
and the law the pasty seeking affirmative relief has shown no 
right to relief without waiving the right to o f f e r  evidence in 
the event the motion is not granted. The court may then determine 
them and render judgment against the party seeking affirmative 
relief or may decline to render any judgment until the close of 
all the evidence. Unless the court in its order f o r  dismissal 
otherwise specifies, a dismissal under this subdivision and any 
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dismissal not provided for in this ru14, other than a dismissal 
f o r  l a c k  of jurisdiction or for improper venue or € o r  l a c k  of an 
indispensable p a r t y ,  operates as an ddjudication on the merits. 

(c) Dismissal of Counterclaim. The provisions of this 
rule apply to the dismissal of any counterclaim. 

(d) Costs.  C o s t s  jn any action dismissed under this 
rule shall be assessed and judgment f o r  cost-s  entered in that 
action. If a party who has once dismissed a claim in any court of 
this state commences an actlion based on or includinq t h e  same 
claim against the same advprse party, t h e  court s h a l l  m a k e  such 
order f o r  the payment of costs nf t h e  claim previously dismissed 
as it may deem proper and shall stay the proceedinqs in the 
action until the party seekinq affirmative relief has complied 
with the order. 

( e )  Failure to Prosecute. All actions in which it 
affirmatively appears that no action has been taken by filing of 
pleadings, order of court, o r  otherwise f o r  a period of  6 months 
shall be dismissed by the court on its own motion or on motion of 
any interested person, whether d party to the action or not, 
after 30 days' notice to the parties, unless a psi- 
h - e a ~ l l l j  u L l  Lilt mcLlulr &,, yuud LslA:Jc ;,, w A  , Lllly'a st iPulation 
s t a v  ins the actio n has bee n filed with the cou r t ,  o r a s t a y  o rder 

davs before the hearincr on the motion why the action should 
remain pending. 

, ,  . 

has  4 een filed. o r a p a r t v  shows sood cause in writina at l e a s t  5 

Committee Notes 

1978 Amendment. Former subdivision ( e )  provided for 1 
year rather than 6 months. 

1984 Amendment. Subdivision (e) is changed to allow more 
time for an attorney to inquire about the status of a claim. Mdny 
actions are disposed of by a stipulation to pay, and it. may take 
Longer than 10 d a y s  to determine the amount due ,  if any. 

1996 hendm ent. Subdivisinn ( e )  is amended to be 
consistent with F l a .  K. Civ. P. 1.420!e), which includes S D ~ C  ific 
lansuaae concernins a stipulation stavins the action a m  roved  bv 
the court nr a s t a v  order as a condition when an act inn wnuld not 
auto maticallv be UD for dismissal lnased o n l d c k  of Prosecution. 

Court's Commentary 

1972 Amendment. Substantial.ly the same as Florida Rule af 
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Civil Procedure 1.420. 

RULE 7.140. TRIAL 

(a) Time. The trial date shall be set+ by the court at 
pretrial. 

(b) Determination. Issues shal .1  be settled and motions 
determined summarily. 

( C )  Pretrial.  The pretrial conference should narrow 
contested factual issues. The case may proceed t o  trial with t-he 
consent of both parties. 

(d) Settlement. At any time before judgment, t h e  judge 
shall make  an effort to assist t h e  par - t ies  in settli-ng the 
controversy by conciliation or compromise. 

(e) A n r e p r e s e n t e d  Partieq. In an 
effort to -further the s r n r p e d  inqs and in the interest of 
s e c u r i n q  substantial justice, the court. shall assist any party 
not represented by an attorney on: 

rtroom de Gorum; and 

(2) o r d e r r e s e n t a t i o n  of material e v i . d e n c e e  

The court mav not instruct a nv Partv not represented bv an 
attornev o n accepted rules o f law. The court s h a l l  not act as a n 
advocate for a pa rtv. 

( f) How Conducted. The trial may be conducted 
informally but with decorum befitting a court of justice. The 
rules of evidence applicable to trial of civil actions app1.y but 
are to be liberally construed. At the discretion of the court, 
testimony of any party or witness may be presented over the  
telephone. Additionally, at the discretion of the court an 
attorney may represent a p a r t y  or witness over the telephone 
without being physically present before the court. 

Committee Notes 

1984 Amendment. (a) Changed to conform this rule with the 
requirement for pretrials. 

( c )  Allows the cases to proceed to trial with consent 
of: the parties. 
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(f) This is simildr to the Fjruposed amendment to the 
Florida Rules of Civil Procedure to dllow deposit-ions by 
telephone. Since the court h a s  discretion to allow t h i s  
testimony, a1 1 procedural safegudrds could bc maintained by the 
court. Since the court is a l s o  the trier of fact, the testimony 
could be rejected i f  unreliable. 

1988 Amendment. Extends the t n k j r i g  of testimony over the 
telephone to include parties, deletes t.he agreement of the 
parties provision, and adds aut-horization for an attorney to 
represent a party or witness over the telephone without being 
physically present b e f o r e  the court. 

1996 Amendment. The revised version of subdivision ( e )  
addresses t h e  need to e xDresslv provide that t he -iudue, while 
able to ass' 1st an unreuresented Dartv, s hould not act as a n 
advocate for t h a t  Partv. 

RULE 7.221. HEARING IN AID OF EXECUTION 

Use of Form 7 , 3 4 3 .  In dnv final iudu ment, t he 
I udae shall include the Optional Enforce ment ParasrdDh of form 
7.340 if requested bv t he PTE vailins Da rtv n r attorney. In 
addition to the forms of discoverv availahlp to t he iudsment 
creditor under Fla. R. Civ. P, 1.560. the iudcre. at the request 
of t h e  iudsment credltor or the iudcrment creditor's a t t o  rnev, 
shall order a i udsment debto r to complete form 7.343 within 30 
davs  of the order  or other such reasonable time determined bv the 
gourt. If the iudsment debto r fails to obev the order. F l a .  R. 
Civ. P .  Fnrrn 1.982 inav be used in coniunction with this 
subdivision of t h i s  rule. 

0 Purpose of Hearinu. The judge, at t.he request of 
t h e  judgment: creditor, shaI1 order a judgment debtor to appear at, 
a hearing in aid of execut.ion at a time certain 30 or more days 
from the date of entry of a judgment; for the purpose of inquiring 
of the judgment debtor under oath as to earnings, financial 
status, and any assets  available in excess of exemptions to be 
applied towards satisfact.ion of judgment. The provisions of this 
subdivision of this rule shall only a p p l y  to a judgment creditor 
who is a natural person and was not represented by an a t t o r n e y  
prior to judgment. Forms '7.342, 7.343, and 7.344 shall be used in 
connection with this su bdivision of this ru le .  

Committee Notes 

1988 Amendment. Pzovides a procedure for post-judgment, 
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court-assisted d i s c o v e r y  for natural. per son  judgment  creditors, 
u n r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  counsel p r i o r  t o  judgment .  

1996 Amendment. The Pumose of  t h e  chanse  i s  t o  make form 
7 . 3 4 3  ( F a c t  I n f o r m a t i o n  S h e e t )  a v a i l a b l e  for u s e  bv b o t  h a pa r t v  
and t h e  P a r t v ' s  a t  t o r n e v ,  even t h o u s h  t h e  h e a r i n a  i n  aid nf 
e x e c u t i o n  i s  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  a t t o  r n p v .  The r u l e  w ill allow 

n t  o r  
h e  

the c o u r t  to 1 'nrlu de t h e  o r d e r  as ~d r t  of u e  f i n a l  iudsrne 
t o  issiie t h e  o rde r  a f t e r  t h e  i u d s m e n t .  The c o u r t  mav a d i u s t  t 
t i m e  a l l o w e d  fo r t h e  resm n s e  t o  t he Fact  I n f o r m a t i o n  S h e e t  t o  
f i t  t h e  c i r c i i m s t a n c e s .  

FORM 7.340. FINAL JUD[;MENT 

( CAPT I ON ) 

FINAL JUDGMENT A G A I N S T  (DEFENDANT_IS1'S NAME) 

It is a d j u d g e d  t h a t  t h e  plaintiff&, 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ., r e c o v e r  from t h e  d e f e n d a n t ( s ) ,  
.................... , the ~ , ~ i l ~ i ~ l p - '  sum of $..........on 
p r i n c i p a l ,  $ .  . . .  . . . . . .  a s  preiudcr ment i n t e r e s t ,  $. . . . . . . . , .  f o r  
a t t o r n e v s '  fees. w j t h  c o s t s  of $ .  . . . . . . . .  ., rr&i+m, a a & L v L a L  "f 

e t h e r e a f t e r  . . . . . . . . . .  a t  t;h e Prevailins r a t e  

P ~ . . - - . . . . . . ,  I W a l l  of which s h a l l  bear  i n t e r e s t  a t  t h e  r a t e  of  
. . . . .  % = f o r  t h e  curr e n t  y e a r  and  - d d i L L ~ c l  ~ L C ~ L L ~ ~ ~ ~ E Y I L  I l i L -  

per  v e a r  as P r o v i d e d  for bv F l o r i d a  Stat ' U t e ,  f o r  a l l  of  +he 
w h i c h  l e t  e x e c u t i o n  i s s u e .  

. .  

ORDERED a t  ..................... F l o r i d a ,  on 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  19...... 

CoPies  furnished t o :  
PLAINTIFF(S1 
DEFENDANT ( S )  

P l a i n t i f f  ( s ) ' s  address:  
+ l . . t . . . . . . . . . . . L  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .  

D e f e n d a n t O ' s  l a s t  known a d d r e s s  and 
S o c i a l  S e c u r i t v  Number (if known) : 
.................... 

_--..I ~ 

County C o u r t  J u d g e  

.................... 

.................... 
( O P T I O N A L  ENFORCEMENT PARAGRAPH) 
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It i.s further orderc>d and adjudged that the defendant ( 3 )  
shall compl.ete Florida S m a l l  C l . a i m s  Rules Form 7 . 3 4 3  (Fact. 
Information Sheet) and  return it to the plaintiff's attorney, or 
to the plaintiff if the p l a r i . n t i f f  i.s not. represented by an 
attorney, within 45 days from t h e  date of this final judgment, 
unless the final judgment ;f& satisfied or a motion for new 
trial or notice of appeal. is filed. 

Jurisdiction of this case is retained to enter further 
orders that are proper to compel. the defendant(s) to complete 
form 7.343 and return it to the plaintiff's attorney, or the 
plaintiff if the plaintiff i.s not represented by an attorney. 

FORM 7.343. FACT INFORMATION SHEET 

(CAPTION) 

FACT INFORMATION SHEET 

Residence Address: 
~ 

&Name of Emslover: ---- l Y "  9-1- 

_^--- ~ -I.- 
Mailins Address (if diffprent) : 
Telephone Numbers: (Horn& ( Business 1 

Address of EmDlovcr: 
Position OK Job Description: 
Rate o f Pav: $ Per - . Averacre Pav check: $ Der 
Average Commissions or Bonuses: .$ 

I ---I---- - 
.+ 

- - -I _----- __I_-I_--. ___ 
--I -- ~- _ _  

~_ 
per . Commissions or __  

bonuses a re based on 

Other Personal Income: $ from 
(ExDlain details on the back of this sheet or an additional sheet 

~ 

--__I __  

if necessarv. 1 
._ 

Birthdate: --- ~ _ _  Social Security Number: _ 

-----I 

Spouse's Name: --_ Marital Status: 
Spouse's Address (if d i f f e r e n t ) :  

Spouse's Social Security Number: Birthdate: 

-- - -  "-  1 - ,+ / 
3 L d d a i a r y .  y r 

L I I ILUILlC. rlI1lLTUIIL. *' 
T n 

I-_-__ ~~~ 
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f All You r Children ( a  nd add resses if not 1 ivinu Names and Baes o 
with you) :  

hi1 r r Al' r 
-ofhers You Liv e W ith: 

Checking Account at: Account # 
Savings Account at: Account # 

(Descr ibe all othe r account s or investme nts yo11 mav have, 
k mu funds, sa vinas bonds. o r annu ities, o n includina s t o c  s I  t u a l  

i n  r add i i n  t o a1 s heet if 
gecessarv. Z 

Y o u s e  f Y  hold? You S13ollsp Other 
PersDn 

For Real Estate ( land) You Own or Are B u v u  
Address : 
A11 Names on Title: 
Mortuacre O w e d  to: 

. 

M-Pavment: $ 
(Attach a CODV o f  the deed o r m  o r t a u m e  r li lecra 1 _ _  
descriDtion of the p r m e r t v  on t he bac k of t h j s  sheet o r u  
m t i o  " n l  a s h eet i f  necessarv. A1 so  p r o vi de t,he sa me informatio n 
on anv m e r  sroDertv v QU own o r  are -a. I 

For A1 1 Motor Vehicles You Own or Are Biivi ncr: 
E" L-uW-ewL El T;L' : L l E n  - -  Year/Make/Model: 
Vehicle ID # :  Tag No: -Mileacre : 
Names 0 n Title: Present Value: $ 
Loan Owed to: 

ce on Loan: $ 
thl v Pavment: $ (List all other auto m ob il e s ,  

a s  well as ot h r v h '  e e d e s ,  such as boats, motorcycles. 
bicvcles, o r aircraft, o n the bac k of thi 's sheet o r an 
-1 sheet if necessa rv. - 1 

-d, H v  loaned. o r t r n f r r d  a s e e m v  rea 1 o r  personal  

your answer is "ves."dPsrrihe t h r r  e p ope tv a n d s a l e  p rice, and 
uive  t-arne a nd add ress of the Derson who received the 
lxu=LLL 

tv worth more t han $100 to a nv ~erson in the last v e a r  ? If 

Does anvone a vou monev ? Amount Owed: $ 
Name a nd Address o f Person Owincr Monev: 
Reaso n monev AS o wed: 

I - _- - 
LaL==f L.LLIU LUi-a L = L u L l l = f  
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please attac h cow ies o f t h e  f o l  lowina: 
a. Your l a s t  pay S t u b .  
L 

L 

-Late Y 1 m e n t s f o r  each ba nk, sa vincrs, 
her financial account. credz 't union, or ot 

m o t o r  vehicle reg i s b a t  i o n L a n d  t itles. 
m v  r e a l  or D ,e r s o n d  

L Y r  
Anv deeds o r t i t l e s  t o  
-rtv vou o W n or a r e buv i n u ,  o r  leases te 
g r -  o o e r t v  vou a re  r n i  e t na. 

n W E  PENALTY AR 0 R AFF THAT T HE FO R E G O I E  
DSWERS ARE TR UE AN D COMPLETE, 

Judgment Debtor 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF .................... 

his ..... B e  foreao ing  instrument was ac knowledcre d befnre  me t 
dav of ................ 1 9  ...... bv ..................... who & 
-lv kno W n to m e Q r h  as  z, r o&ed .... ................ a s  

g k e  an Qath. identification and who .... .d id /d id  not ..... t 

WITNESS my hand and o f f i c i a l  seal, t h i s  ..... day of ........... 19 . . . . . .  

Notary Public 
State of Florida 

My Commission expi res :  .................... 
I L  0 R DELIVER THIS FORM TO THE C LERK OF THE COURT. AND MAIL OR 

QELIVER A COPY O F  7JJ.E COMP LETED FORM TO THE JUDGM ENT CREDITOR 0 R 
THE CREDITOR'S ATTORNEY. 

FORM 7.345. STIPULATION FOR INSTALLMENT SETTLEMENT AND STAY 
AND ORDER APPROVING STIPULATION 
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(CAPTION) 

STIPULATION FOR INSTALLMENT SETTLEMENT AND STAY 
AND ORDER APPROVING STIPULATION 

Plaintiff and defendant(s), by the signatures below, 
stipulate that defendant(s) is/are indebted to plaintiff in the 
sum of $.........., plus court costs of $..........# interest of 
$.... ......, and attorneys' fees of $...,......., which 
defendant(s) agree(s) to pay in installments of $ .........., the 
first of such payments to be due on the ..... day of .........., 
the total sum is paid timely and in full, plaintiff agrees that 
no judgment shall be entered against the defendant(s), and that 
additional costs, interest, and attorneys' fees, if any, shall be 
waived. If the defendant(s) shall default in payment hereunder, 
plaintiff shall be entitled to judgment, execution, costs,  
interest at the rate bf 12% -'- LUIILLULL ~&tt;gro vided b y  
h i ,  and attorneys' fees, after written application to the court, 
without notice. Defendant(s) acknowledge(s) delivery of a true 
copy hereof at ..................... .................... County, 
Florida. ALL PAYMENTS ARE TO BE MADE PAYZ-IBLE TO: 
..................... and mailed or delivered to: 

19 ....., and continuing each ........... until paid in full. If 

..................... 
TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE IN THIS AGREEMENT. 

Plaintiff/Attorney for Plaintiff Defendant (signature) 
Telephone: ..................... ......................... 

......................... 
BY: ............................ Address 

Telephone: .............. 

Defendant (signature) ......................... ......................... 
Address 
Telephone: .............. 

ORDER STAYING CAUSE AND APPROVING STIPULATION 

On the foregoing stipulation signed, delivered, and 
confirmed at .................... County, F l o r i d a ,  further 
proceedings i n  this cause are stayed pending notice from 
plaintiff that the stipulation has been fulfilled or violated. 
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ORDERED at ..................... Florida, this . . . . .  day 
of ..........I 19.. . . . .  

County C o u r t  Judge 

Conformed copies furnished by hand delivery to: 
Plaintiff/Attorney f o r  Plaint-iff 
Defendant ( s )  

Committee Notes 

1992 Adoption. Many parties and attorneys litigate in 
various jurisdictions in the state, and the committee felt that a 
standard f o r m  for settlement would be niuch,rnore convenient f o r  
the litigants and the court system. 

1996 Amendment. This form hds been modified to reflect 
recent chanses in thp Cta tutorv rate of interest calculated on 
final iudament amounts. 
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Original Proceeding - Florida Small Cl-airns Rules 

John W. Frost, 11, Presicknt, Bartow, Florida; Edward R. 
Blumberg, President-elect, Miami, Florida; and John F. Harkness, 
Jr., Executive Director, Tallahassee, Florida, on behalf of The 
Florida Bar Board of Governors; Stephen C, Shenkman, Chair, Small 
Claims Rules Committee, M i a m i ,  Florida; dnd Neil H. Butler of 
Butler & Long, Talldhassee, Florida, on behalf of the Florida 
Chapters of the National Association of C w d i t  Manayement, 

f o r  Petitioners 

Honorable Thomas B. Freeman, Chair, Small Claims Rules Committee, 
Conference of County Court Judges, Clearwater, Flo r ida ;  and 
Honorable Marvin H. Gillman, County Judge, Eleventh Judicial 
Circuit, Miami, F l o r i d a ,  

Interested Parties 
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