
No. 87,657 

IN RE: AMENDMENTS TO FLORIDA 
RULES OF JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATION 
REGARDING DEATH CASES. 

[ A p r i l  11, 1 9 9 6 1  

PER CURIAM. 

To avoid unnecessary judicial labor and to assist this Court 

in eliminating unnecessary administrative delays in cases in 

which defendants have been sentenced to death, this Court, on it.s 

own motion, hereby adopts the following amendments to the Florida 

Rules of Judicial Administration. 

I. ASSIGNMENT OF ORIGINAL JUDGE TO HEAR SUBSEQUENT PROCEEDINGS. 

Florida Rule of Judicial Administration 2 . 0 5 0 ( b )  (4) is 

hereby amended as follows: 

We have jurisdiction. Art. V, § 2 ( a ) ,  Fla. Const. 



(4) The chief judge shall assign judges 
to the courts and divisions, and shall 
determine the length of each assignment. All 
judges shall inform the chief judge of any 
contemplated absences that will affect the 
progress of the court's business. If a judge 
is temporarily absent, is disqualified in an 
action, or is unable to perform the duties of 
the office, the chief judge or the chief 
judge's designee may assign a proceeding 
pending before the judge to any other judge 
or any additional assigned judge of the  same 
court. The chief judge may assign any judge 
to temporary service for which the judge is 
qualified in any court in t he  same circuit. 
If it appears to the chief judge that the 
speedy, efficient, and proper administration 
of justice so requires, the chief judge shall 
request the chief justice of the supreme 
court to assign temporarily an additional 
judge or judges from outside the circuit to 
duty in the court requiring assistance, and 
shall advise the chief justice whether or 
not the approval of the chief judge of the 
circuit from which the assignment is to be 
made has been obtained. The assigned judges 
shall be subject to administrative 
supervision of the chief judge for all 

iqninq a purposes of this rule. When ass 
iudcre to hear any tvse of sostconviction or 
collateral relief Droceed ina brousht bv a 
defendant who has been sentenced to death, 
the chief iudae s hall assiun to such cases 
the iudse who Dresided o ver the orisinal 
proceedina if that iudue is active or 
Dtherwise available t o  s erve unless otherwise 
directed bv the SUD reme court. Nothing in 
this rule shall restrict the  constitutional 
powers of the chief justice of the supreme 
court to make such assignments as the chief 
justice shall deem appropriate. 

11. MONITORING OF STATUS IN TRIAL COURTS. 

Florida Rule of Judicial Administration 2.050(b) ( 7 )  is 

hereby amended as follows: 

n 



(7) The chief judge shall regulate the 
use of courtrooms, regularly examine the 
dockets of the courts under the chief judge’s 
administrative supervision, and require a 
report on the status of the actions on the 
dockets. The chief judge m a y  take such 
action as may be necessary to cause the 
dockets to be made current. The chief iudae 
shall monitor the status o f all Dendinq 
postconviction or collateral relief 
groceed incrs b roucrht bv defendants who have 
been sentenced to death and shall take the 
necessa rv act ions to assure that such cases 
prorved without u ndue de lav. On July 1 and 
October 1, 1996, and on the first dav of 
everv Januarv. ADril, July, and Qctobe r 
thereafter, the chief iudae s hall inform the 
chief justice of the suareme court the status 
of all such Dendina cases. 

111. RECORD ON APPEAL 

Florida Rule of Judicial Administration 2.050(h) is hereby 

created to read as follows: 

(h) Statiis Co nference After ComDilation 
of Record in Death Cases. In any orocee dins 
in which a defendant has bee n sentenced to 
death, the circuit iudcre assisned to t he case 
,s h a 11 ta ke such action as may be necessa rv to 
assure that a comDlete record on amea 1 has 
been DroDerlv DreDared. To that end, the 
iudae shall convene a status co nference with 
all counsel of rpcord as soon as aossible 
after the record has been areDarpd DU rsuant 
to rule of aaaellate mocedure 9. 200 (d) but 
before the record has W e  n transmitted. The 

ensure that the record is co mDlete. 
pumose o f the s t a  tus conference shall be t o 

These amendments to the rules shall become effective upon 

the filing of this opinion. Because these rule amendments are 

being adopted the Court without prior notice interested 

parties, we hereby direct that all interested parties may submit 
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comments regarding these amendments within t h i r t y  days from t h e  

date of this opinion. Consideration of comments, however, will 

not alter the effective date of the amendments. 

It is so ordered. 

GRIMES, C . J . ,  and OVERTON, SHAW, KOGAN, HARDING, WELLS and 
ANSTEAD, JJ., concur.  
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