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PER CURIAM.
On February 7, 1997, this Court enacted

Rule of Judicial Administration 2.0SO(b)(  10)
to ensure that all judges hearing capital cases
have the experience and training necessary to
handle the unique demands of such proceed-
ings. Jn r-e  Amendment to the Florida Rules of
Judicial Administration. Rule 2.OSO(b)(  lo),
688 So. 2d 320 (Fla. 1997). Although the rule
became effective immediately, we gave inter-
ested parties until March 3 1, 1997, to file
comments. Thereafter, the Court requested
input from the Florida Court Education Coun-
cil on how to resolve the practical problems
encountered in implementing the new rule.

Having duly considered the comments filed
by interested parties and the recommendations
of the Florida Court Education Council, the
Court hereby amends rule 2,OSO(b)(  10) as
follows. The new language is indicated by
underscoring and strike-through type indicates
deletions. The amendments shall become
effective immediately,

(10) The chief judge shall ensure
that no judge presides over a capi-
tal case in which the state is seek-
ing the death penalty or collateral
proceedings brought by a death
row inmate until that judge has

served a minimum of six 6 months
in a felony criminal division and
has successfully completed the
“Handling Capital Cases” course
offered through the Florida Col-
lege of Advanced Judicial Studies.  .
w. Each judrre
must comnlete the “Handling Capi-

IItal.:a%es._  as so0 n as oracti-
cable unon entering the criminal
O n c e  a  j u d g e  SW-division.
fully completes the “Handling Cap-
ital Cases” course. the
thereafter attend a “refresher”
course during each of the subse-
auent continuing  judicial education
reportinP  oerin& T h e  &hief
3justice may waive this  the course
requirement in exceptional circum-
stances at the request of the chief
judge. This reauirement shall not
preclude a iudrre  from presi&,,nP  in
collateral nroceedinrrs i-se in
which the iudae presided over the
trial or an earlier collateral pro-
Q&&

Court Comments

The refresher course mav be a
six-hour blak  durinp  anv Florida
Court Eclutiion Council approved
course offering sponsored by any
annroved Florida iudicial education
provider. includinc  the Florida
College of Advanced Judicial
Studies or the Florida Conference,
of Circuit Judges. The block mu+&



. . 

contain instruction on the follow- 
inr! tonics: nenaltv phase. iurv 
selection. and rule 3.850 nroceed- 

Failure to comnlete the 
refresher course durinP the three- 
vear iudicial education renorting 
period will necessitate completion 
of the orminal “Handlinn Canital 

II course. 

It is so ordered 

KOGAN, C.J., and OVERTON, SHAW, 
HARDING, WELLS and ANSTEAD, JJ., and 
GRIMES, Senior Justice, concur. 

NO MOTION FOR REHEARING WILL BE 
ALLOWED. 

Original Proceeding - Florida Rules of Judicial 
Administration 

Honorable Don T. Sirmons, Chief Judge, 
Fourteenth Judicial Circuit, Panama City, 
Florida, on behalf of the Circuit Judges of the 
Fourteenth Circuit; Honorable William T. 
Swigert, Chief Judge, Fifth Judicial Circuit, 
Ocala, Florida, on behalf of the Administrative 
Judges of the Fifth Circuit; Honorable Ste- 
phen L. Dakan, Chairman, Florida Conference 
of Circuit Judges, Sarasota, Florida; Honor- 
able Bruce H. Colton, State Attorney, Nine- 
teenth Judicial Circuit, Fort Pierce, Florida; 
Honorable Susan F. Schaeffer, Chief Judge, 
Sixth Judicial Circuit, St, Petersburg, Florida; 
Honorable Robert A. Butter-worth, Attorney 
General and Carolyn M. Snurkowski, Assistant 
Attorney General, Tallahassee, Florida, on 
behalf of the Office of the Attorney General; 
Honorable Bennett H. Brummer, Public De- 
fender, Eleventh Judicial Circuit, Miami , 
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Florida, as President of the Florida Public 
Defender Association; Honorable Julianne 
Piggotte, Dean, College of Advanced Judicial 
Studies, Daytona Beach, Florida; and 
Honorable Robbie M. Barr, Circuit Judge, 
Chair, Education Section, Conference of 
Circuit Judges, Miami, Florida, 

Responding 

7 


