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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA

RODERRICK FERRELL, )
)

Appellant, )
)

vs. ) CASE NO.   93,127
)

STATE OF FLORIDA, )
)

 Appellee.  )
________________________ )

ARGUMENT

THIS COURT’S OPINION IN BRENNAN V.
STATE, 24 FLA. L.WEEKLY S365, (JULY 8, 1999)
HOLDING THAT THE EXECUTION OF SIXTEEN-
YEAR-OLD OFFENDERS IS CRUEL OR
UNUSUAL UNDER THE FLORIDA
CONSTITUTION IS CONTROLLING IN
APPELLANT’S CASE.

In response to this Court’s August 26, 1999 order, undersigned counsel files

this Supplemental Initial Brief addressing the applicability of Brennan v. State, 24

Fla.L. Weekly S365, (July 8, 1999).  Rod Ferrell was a boy of only sixteen when he

killed Richard Wendorf and Naomi Queen on November 25, 1996.  Appellant raised

the issue of his youth at the trial level.  (XI 1965-68)  Appellant argued in his initial

brief served on May 26, 1999, that the capital punishment of a sixteen-year old child

offender violates international law and the constitution of Florida and the United
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States.  See Point XI of the Initial Brief.   

In answer to this Court’s order, Brennan is directly controlling.  Brennan holds

that the imposition of the death sentence for a sixteen-year-old criminal constitutes

cruel or unusual punishment in violation of Article I, Section 17 of the Florida

Constitution.  Brennan could not be more controlling as to this issue raised in

appellant’s case.  Appellant also incorporates by reference the supplemental brief

served on this same date in the case of Farina v. State, case no. 93,907.
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CONCLUSION

Based upon the foregoing cases, authorities, policies, and arguments, Appellant

respectfully requests this Honorable Court to vacate the death sentences and remand

for the imposition of sentences of life imprisonment without possibility of parole. 

Respectfully submitted,
JAMES B. GIBSON
PUBLIC DEFENDER
SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
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