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RULE 2.140. AMENDING RULES OF COURT

(a) Amendments Generally. The following procedure shall be followed
for consideration of rule amendments generally other than those adopted under
subdivisions (d), (e), (f), and (g):

(1) PrepesalsSuggestions for court rules, amendments to them, or
abrogation of them may be made by any person.

(2) PrepesalsRules suggestions shall be submitted to the clerk of
the supreme court, the committee chair(s) of a Florida Bar committee listed in
subdivision (a)(3), or the Bar staff liaison of The Florida Bar in writing and shall
include a general description of the proposed rule change or a specified proposed
change in content. The clerk of the supreme court shall refer proposals to the
appropriate committee under subdivision (a)(3).

3)-() [No Change]
(b) SecheduleforRegular-Cyele-Rules Proposals.

(1)  Each_rules committee shalmay report alb-proposed rule changes

ona-staggered-basis-(with-the-first-eyele-starting in-2006)to the supreme court
whenever the committee determines rule changes are needed.-Reperts-shal-be-
made he 11N D = o R e Mmittoc he [ 2

ge&%ﬂ&e#%e&ehthe committee report shall be furnrshed to the Speaker of the
Florida House of Representatives, the President of the Florida Senate, and the
chairs of the House and Senate committees as designated by the Speaker and the
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President, and published on the website of The Florida Bar, and in The Florida Bar
News. Any person desiring to comment upon proposed rule changes shall submit

written comments to the appropriate committee chair(s) ro-tater-thanAugustt-of
the-yearprior-to-eachreporting-yearas pr0V1ded in the notice. EachThe committee

shall consider any comments submitted as

changes made shall be furmshed to the Speaker of the Florlda House of

Representatives, the President of the Florida Senate, and the chairs of the House
and Senate committees as designated by the Speaker and the President, and
published on the website of The Florida Bar and in FheFlesridaBarThe Florida
Bar News. Any person desiring to comment thereafter shall submit written
comments to the supreme court in accordance with subdivision (b)(6).

(3)  Nolater than-December-15-of the vear prior-to-cach-reporting-
year-tAfter review of comments received and prior to the filing of a report by a
committee, Fthe board of governors shall consider the proposals and shall vote on
each proposal to recommend acceptance, rejection, or amendment.

(4) NedaterthanFebruary1-of-eachreportingyeareachThe
committee and the executive director of The Florida Bar shall file athe report of
itsthe proposed rule changes with the supreme court. EachThe committee may
amend its recommendations to coincide with the recommendations of the board of
governors or may decline to do so or may amend its recommendations in another
manner. Any such amendments also shall-alse be reported to the supreme court.
The report and proposed rule changes must conform to the Guidelines for Rules
Submissions approved by administrative order and posted on the websites of the
supreme court and The Florida Bar. Consistent with the requirements that are fully
set forth in the Guidelines, the report shall include:

(A)—(G) [No Change]

The report and the proposed rule changes shall be filed with the supreme
court in an electronic format approved by the supreme court.

(5) If oral argument is deemed necessary, the supreme court shall

establish a date in-the-month-efJune-of-each-reporting-year-for oral argument on

the proposals. Notice of the oral argument on the proposals and a copy of the
proposals shall be furnished to the affected committee chair(s) and vice chair(s),



the executive director and staff liaison of The Florida Bar, all members of the
Judicial Management Council, the clerk and chief judge of each district court of
appeal, the clerk and chief judge of each judicial circuit, the Speaker of the Florida
House of Representatives, the President of the Florida Senate, the chairs of the
House and Senate committees as designated by the Speaker and the President, and
any person who has asked in writing filed with the clerk of the supreme court for a
copy of the notice. The clerk may provide the notice electronically. The
recommendations or a resume of them shall be published on the websites of the
supreme court and The Florida Bar and in The Florida Bar News before the oral
argument or consideration of the proposals without oral argument. Notice of the
oral argument, if scheduled, shall also be published on the websites of the supreme
court.

(6)  Within the time allowed for comments set by the supreme
court, any person may file comments concerning the proposals. All comments and
other submissions by interested persons shall be filed with the clerk of the supreme
court and served on the chair(s) of the appropriate rules committee, the Bar staff
liaison, and on the proponent of the rule change if other than a member of the rules
committee. The chair(s) of the rules committee and the executive director of The
Florida Bar shall file a response to all comments within the time period set by the
court. All comments and other submissions regarding the rule change proposals
shall be filed in an approved electronic format with the supreme court. As soon as
practicable after the date of filing, the clerk of the supreme court shall publish on
the website of the supreme court all comments and the responses of the chair(s) of
the rules committee that have been filed concerning the rule-ehange-proposals. All
requests or submissions by a rules committee made in connection with a pending
rule change proposal shall be filed with the clerk of the supreme court and
thereafter published by the clerk of the supreme court on the websites of the
supreme court and The Florida Bar.

' Rule changes adopted by the court shall
be made effective either July 1 of the year of their adoption or January 1 of the
year following-the-reperting-yeartheir adoption or on such other date as may be
requested by the committee or set by the court. The supreme court may permit

motions for rehearing to be filed on behalf of any person who filed a comment,
The Florida Bar, any-bar-asseetatton;-and the affected committee.




(¢) [No Change]

(d) Emergeney-Amendments by Court. The supreme court, with or
without notice, may change court rules, on its own motion, at any time +#-an-
emergenecy-exists-that- deesnot-permitwithout reference to the-apprepriatea rules
committee efFThe-FleridaBar for recommendations. The rule changes must
conform to the Rules Style Guide contained in the Guidelines for Rules
Submissions approved by administrative order and posted on the websites of the
supreme court and The Florida Bar. The change may become effective
immediately or at a future time. In either event, the court shall give notice of and
fix a date for further consideration of the change. Any person may file comments
concerning the change, seeking its abrogation or a delay in the effective date, in
accordance with the procedures set forth in subdivision (b)(6). The court may

allow oral argument-in-suppert-ofsuch-comments-by-The FloridaBar, by-its-
sections-and-committees;-and-by-other-bar-assoctationson the proposal or change.

Notice of the oral argument, if scheduled, on the change and a copy of the change
shall be furnished to the affected committee chair(s) and vice chair(s), the
executive director and staff liaison of The Florida Bar, all members of the Judicial
Management Council, the clerk and chief judge of each district court of appeal, the
clerk and chief judge of each judicial circuit, the Speaker of the Florida House of
Representatives, the President of the Florida Senate, the chairs of the House and
Senate committees as designated by the Speaker and the President, and any person
who has asked in writing filed with the clerk of the supreme court for a copy of the
notice. The clerk may provide the notice electronically. Notice of the change shall
be published on the websites of the supreme court and The Florida Bar, and in The
Florida Bar News either before or after the change is adopted. Notice of the oral
argument, if scheduled, shall also be published on the website of the supreme
court.

(e) Out-of-Cyele-Committee ProposalsExpedited Proposals and

Proposals in Response to Legislative Changes by Rules Committees.
H—Emergenev-Proposals-and Proposals-inResponseto-
FEegislative-Changes: If, in the opinion of a committee, a proposal 1s-efan-
emergeney-naturewarrants expedited consideration or a rule amendment is
necessary due to changes in legislation, and the board of governors concurs,

proposals may be made at-any-time-to the supreme court_using the committee’s
fast-track procedures. The report and proposed rule changes may be filed without




prior publication for comment and must conform to the Guidelines for Rules
Submissions approved by administrative order and posted on the websites of the
supreme court and The Florida Bar. The rules committees’ fast-track procedures
shall be used to address legislative changes to ensure that ordinarily any resulting
proposed rule amendments are-filed-with-and can be adopted by the court before e+
seen-after the effective date of the legislation. If the court agrees that an-emergeney-
existsa proposal warrants expedited consideration or a rule change is necessary due
to a legislative change, the court may publish the rule amendment for comment
after adopting it or may set a time for oral argument or for consideration of the
proposal without oral argument. Notice of the oral argument on the proposals, if
scheduled before or after adoption, and a copy of the proposals shall be furnished
to the affected committee chair(s) and vice chair(s), the executive director and the
staff liaison of The Florida Bar, all members of the Judicial Management Council,
the clerk and chief judge of each district court of appeal, the clerk and chief judge
of each judicial circuit, the Speaker of the Florida House of Representatives, the
President of the Florida Senate, the chairs of the House and Senate committees as
designated by the Speaker and the President, and any person who has asked in
writing filed with the clerk of the supreme court for a copy of the notice. The clerk
may provide the notice electronically. Prior to or after their adoption, the
recommendations or a resume of them shall be published on the websites of the
supreme court and The Florida Bar, and in The Florida Bar News. Any person may
file comments concerning the changes, in accordance with the procedures set forth
in subdivision (b)(6). Notice of the oral argument, if scheduled, shall also be
published on the website of the supreme court.




specific rules proposal or issue to a rules committee for consideration and may

require athe committee to report its recommendation with the recommendations of
the board of governors. All requests or submissions by a rules committee made in
connection with a request under this subdivision shall be filed with or submitted to
the clerk of the supreme court as provided in this subdivision.

(1) Recommended Rule Changes. A rule change recommended in
response to a request under this subdivision shall be ineladed-in the-rules-
committee's-next-regular-eyele reported to the supreme court in accordance with

filed-under subdivision (b), unless the court directs or the committee determines-
and the board of governors agrees that-the-rale-change-should-be-submitted-eut-of
eyelea proposed rule change warrants expedited consideration. If the-committee-
submits-a recommended change-eut-efeyelewarrants expedited consideration, the
proceduresfor-out-of-eyele rule propesalsunder subdivision (e) procedures shall
applys. exeept-theA report_filed under this subdivision shall state that it is filed in
response to a request by the court under this subdivision.




(2) [No Change]
(g)—(h)  [No Change]

COMMITTEE NOTES
[No Change]



