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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA 
 
THE FLORIDA BAR   ) 
RE: PETITION TO AMEND RULES )   Case No. SC 06-736 
REGULATING THE FLORIDA BAR ) 
__________________________________ ) 
 

COMMENTS BY THE GOVERNMENT LAWYER SECTION AND FRIENDS 
RE: AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES GOVERNING THE FLORIDA BAR  

 
 1. Through this filing, the Government Lawyer Section and friends named below voice our 

strong support for The Florida Bar’s proposed amendments to The Rules Regulating The Florida Bar, 

Subchapter 6-25.5, Standards for Certification of a Board Certified State and Federal Government and 

Administrative Practice Lawyer.  The Florida Bar filed the proposed rule amendments with this Court 

on April 26, 2006. 

 2. For many years, government attorneys were unable to pursue certification because of 

the diverse or specialized nature of their practices.  For example, some government litigators  worked as 

part-time trial lawyers and part-time appellate lawyers, but were unable to qualify for either civil trial 

practice or appellate practice certification.  Other government lawyers, including transactional lawyers 

and bid protest specialists, and lawyers with very specialized subject matter, found themselves similarly 

excluded from the various substantive areas of certification. 

 3. Most of these government lawyers, however, shared a common range of legal expertise 

in the State or Federal Administrative Procedure Acts, covering matters such as rulemaking, agency 

actions, and the administrative hearing process.  Government lawyers also possessed common 

knowledge of ethics, open government and public records laws.  Finally, they shared expertise in 

relevant areas of constitutional law, such as sovereign immunity or the limitations of the commerce 
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clause.  This new Certification in State and Federal Government and Administrative Practice is expected 

to bring together all of these related areas of expertise. 

 4. The Government Lawyer Section served as one of the leading sources of support for 

the development of the proposed rules, and the Section’s Executive Council unanimously approved their 

contents; nevertheless, the proposal benefits many private-sector attorneys.  Ultimately, the proposed 

rules reflect years of negotiation and compromise by leading Florida government lawyers, administrative 

lawyers, and environmental lawyers.  Once approved, this proposal will provide new opportunities for a 

broad array of lawyers – public and private, state and federal, transactional lawyers and litigators, 

generalists in administrative law and specialists in environmental law – enabling all of them to qualify for 

certification, and thus, to prove themselves as experts in State and Federal Government and 

Administrative Practice. 

 5. Over the years to come, the Government Lawyer Section intends to offer valuable 

Continuing Legal Education seminars that will help lawyers seeking certification in this area.  For 

example, the Section’s programs in open government and public records, Practicing Before the Florida 

Supreme Court, and Practicing Before the Florida Legislature are well established.  In addition, the 

Government Lawyer Section expects to continue hosting programs such as The Federal Seminar, a 

Washington, D.C. event successfully hosted in 2004 and 2006.1/ 

                                                 
1/ The Federal Seminar 2006 was sponsored by the Government Lawyer Section, Environmental 
and Land Use Law Section, Appellate Practice Section, and Out-of-State Division.  The program, 
hosted at the Supreme Court of the United States, Old Executive Office Building, Department of the 
Interior, The Florida House, and the U.S. Capitol Building, focused on administrative law, 
environmental law, and Federal Circuit practice.  The Government Lawyer Section intends to offer 
similar seminars in the future as part of the necessary CLE programming to support this certification 
program, and we strongly encourage other sections, especially the Administrative Law Section, to join 
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us in future efforts.   



 4 

 6. In conclusion, the Government Lawyer Section, based on the unanimous support of its 

Executive Council, believes that this new certification program will be a benefit to all the members of 

The Florida Bar and the clients we serve, and encourages this Court to approve the proposed 

amendments to The Rules Regulating The Florida Bar, Subchapter 6-25. 

 

     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 April 27, 2006  /s/ 
     ___________________________________ 
     Keith W. Rizzardi, Fla. Bar No. 38237 
     Chair, Government Lawyer Section (2003-2004) 
     Trial Attorney, U.S. Department of Justice 
     Washington, D.C. 
 
 April 10, 2006  /s/ 
     ___________________________________ 
     Pamela D. Cichon, Fla. Bar. No. 321508 
     Chair, Government Lawyer Section (2005-2006) 
     Senior Assistant City Attorney, City of St. Petersburg 
     St. Petersburg, Florida 
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STATEMENT OF SUPPORT 
 
 The former chairs, members and friends of the Government Lawyer Section named below voice 
our strong support for the The Florida Bar's newly proposed amendments to The Rules Regulating The 
Florida Bar, Subchapter 6-25, Standards for Certification of a Board Certified State and Federal 
Government and Administrative Practice Lawyer. 
 

FORMER CHAIRS OF THE GOVERNMENT LAWYER SECTION 
 
Robert A. Butterworth, Jr., Fla. Bar No. 114422 
Founding Chairman, Government Lawyer Section (1990-1992) 
Attorney General of the State of Florida (1987-2002) 
Dean, St. Thomas University School of Law 
Miami Gardens, FL 
 
Gerald Benedict Jaski, Fla. Bar No. 119170 
Chair, Government Lawyer Section (1992-1993) 
Former General Counsel, Florida State University 
Tallahassee, FL 
 
Thomas H. Bateman, III, Fla. Bar. No. 0349781 
Chair, Government Lawyer Section (1993-1994) 
Former General Counsel, Florida Department of Transportation (1987-1990) 
Circuit Judge, Second Judicial Circuit 
Tallahassee, FL 
 
M. Catherine Lannon, Fla. Bar No. 263941 
Chair, Government Lawyer Section (1994-1995) 
Chair, Administrative Law Section (1998-1999) 
Chief , Administrative Law Bureau, Florida Attorney General's Office 
Tallahassee, FL 
 
John J. Copelan, Fla. Bar No. 21792 
Chair, Government Lawyer Section (1995-1996) 
General Counsel, Florida Department of Children & Families 
Tallahassee, FL 
 
Sheryl G. Wood, Fla. Bar. No. 808067 
Chair, Government Lawyer Section (1997-1998) 
Recipient, Claude Pepper Outstanding Government Lawyer Award (2004) 
General Counsel, South Florida Water Management District 
West Palm Beach, FL 
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FORMER CHAIRS OF THE GOVERNMENT LAWYER SECTION (CON’T) 
 
Joseph P. George, Fla. Bar No. 999921 
Chair, Government Lawyer Section (1999-2000) 
Law Offices of Joseph P. George Jr 
Miami, FL 
 
Stephanie A. Daniel, Fla. Bar No. 332305 
Former Chair Government Lawyer Section (2001-2002) 
Senior Assistant Attorney General, Office of the Attorney General 
Tallahassee, FL  32399-1050 
 
Clark Jennings, Fla. Bar No. 328502 
Chair, Government Lawyer Section (2002-2003) 
Chief Counsel, Florida Department of Agriculture 
Tallahassee, FL 
 
Keith W. Rizzardi, Fla. Bar No. 38237 
Chair, Government Lawyer Section (2003-2004) 
Trial Attorney, U.S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 
 
Patrick “Booter” Imhof, Fla. Bar. No. 292494 
Chair, Government Lawyer Section (2004-2005) 
Chair-Elect, Administrative Law Section (2005-2006) 
Counsel, Florida Senate Regulated Industries Committee 
Tallahassee, FL 
 

OTHER MEMBERS AND FRIENDS  
OF THE GOVERNMENT LAWYER SECTION 

 
Mary Ellen Clark, Fla. Bar No. 0008249 
President, Tallahassee Women Lawyers (2005-2006) 
President, Florida Government Bar Association (2002-2003) 
Assistant Attorney General, Florida Attorney General's Office 
Tallahassee, FL 
 
Richard E. Doran, Fla. Bar No. 325104 
Attorney General of the State of Florida (2002-2003) 
Ausley & McMullen, P.A. 
Tallahassee, FL 
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OTHER MEMBERS AND FRIENDS  
OF THE GOVERNMENT LAWYER SECTION 

(CON’T) 
 

Robert C. Downie, Fla. Bar No. 848204 
Chair, Administrative Law Section (2004-2005) 
Special Counsel for Land Use & Transportation Planning, Fla. Department of Transportation 
Tallahassee, FL 
 
Robert D. Fingar, Fla. Bar No. 0578282 
Chair, Environmental & Land Use Law Section (2004-2005) 
Frank & Gramling 
Tallahassee, FL 
 
Allen R. Grossman, Fla. Bar No. 0382388 
Chair, Health Law Section (2005-2006) 
Treasurer, Council of Sections (2005-2006) 
President, Florida Government Bar Association (1993-94) 
Partner, Gray-Robinson, P.A. 
Tallahassee, Florida 
 
Mary D. Hansen, Fla. Bar No. 332429 
Chair, CLE Subcommittee, Environmental & Land Use Law Section (2005-2006) 
Port Orange, FL 
 
Nicole C. Kibert, Fla. Bar No. 675202 
Advisory Board, Center for Governmental Responsibility 
Carlton Fields, P.A. 
Tampa, FL 
 
Cathy Linton, Fla. Bar No. 0717908 
Senior Supervising Attorney 
South Florida Water Management District 
West Palm Beach, FL 
 
Glenn M. Miller, Fla. Bar # 0750141 
Business Practice Group Manager 
South Florida Water Management District 
West Palm Beach, FL 
 
Eric Meeks, Fla. Bar No. 0153796 
President Out-of-State Practitioners Division  
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Owner, Meeks Law Firm, Inc. 
Cincinnati, Ohio  
 

OTHER MEMBERS AND FRIENDS  
OF THE GOVERNMENT LAWYER SECTION 

(CON’T) 
 

Dawn M. Meyers 
Berger Singerman 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 
 
Sarah Nall, Fla. Bar No. 0376531 
Environmental Practice Group Manager 
South Florida Water Management District 
West Palm Beach, FL 
 
Gabriel Nieto, Fla Bar No. 147559  
Member, Environmental & Land Use Law Section  
Shareholder, Berger Singerman  
Miami, FL 
 
James A. Peters;  Fla. Bar No: 230944 
Recipient, Claude Pepper Outstanding Government Lawyer Award (1999) 
Recipient, Florida Attorney General’s Attorney of the Year (1997) 
Special Counsel, Florida Attorney General's Office 
Tallahassee, FL 
 
Samuel E. Poole III, Fla Bar No. 501440 
Executive Director, South Florida Water Management District (1994-1999) 
Shareholder, Berger Singerman 
Fort Lauderdale, FL  
 
Andrew Ross, Fla. Bar No. 0501580 
Senior Attorney 
South Florida Water Management District 
West Palm Beach, FL 
 
Daniel H. Thompson, Fla. Bar. No. 195101 
President, Legal Aid Foundation of the Tallahassee Bar Association (2000)  
Shareholder, Berger Singerman 
Tallahassee FL  
 



 10 

George L. Waas, Fla. Bar No. 129967 
Recipient, Claude Pepper Outstanding Government Lawyer Award (2000) 
Chair, Administrative Law Section (1985-1986) 
Special Counsel, Office of the Attorney General 
Tallahassee, FL 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
I personally sent originals, copies, or electronic versions of this document as follows: 
 
1. an original and nine copies of this document, by U.S. mail, to the Florida Supreme Court:  
 
  Florida Supreme Court 
  Attention:  Clerk's Office 
  500 South Duval Street 
  Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1927 
 
2. an electronic .pdf version of the document to e-file@flcourts.gov; and 
 
3. two copies of this document to: 
 

John Harkness, Executive Director 
Paul Hill, General Counsel 
The Florida Bar 
651 E. Jefferson Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-2300 
(850) 561-5600 
(850) 561-5827 

 
 
 
     Respectfully submitted, 
 
 May 3, 2006   /s/ 
     ___________________________________ 
     Keith W. Rizzardi, Fla. Bar No. 38237 
     Chair, Government Lawyer Section (2003-2004) 
     Trial Attorney, U.S. Department of Justice 
     Washington, D.C. 


