
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA 

FLORIDA BOARD OF BAR EXAMINERS ) 
RE AMENDMENT TO RULES OF THE  ) 
SUPREME COURT RELATING TO  ) 
ADMISSIONS TO THE BAR ) Case No. SC15-___ 
________________________________________ ) 
 
 
 

Petition 
 

The Florida Board of Bar Examiners petitions the Court for approval of an 

amendment to the Rules of the Supreme Court Relating to Admissions to the Bar.   

Jurisdiction 

The Court has jurisdiction of this matter pursuant to Article V, Section 15 of 

the Florida Constitution and Rule 1-12 of the Rules of the Supreme Court Relating 

to Admissions to the Bar.   

Summary and Discussion of Proposed Rule Amendments 

The board recommends a change to rule 1-21.  As presently worded, the rule 

sets the membership of the board at 15 members, comprised of 12 attorney 

members and 3 public members.  The recommended change allows the board to 

petition the Court for additional members to serve on the board, as necessitated by 

fluctuating workload. 

The following Appendices are attached and submitted with this petition:  

Appendix A (Proposed Rule Amendment in Legislative Format);  Appendix B 
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(Text of Proposed Rule Amendment with Reasons for Change); and Appendix C 

(Condensed Version of Proposed Rule Amendment with Reasons for Change for 

Publication in the The Florida Bar News). 

Effective Dates of Proposed Rule Amendment 

Should the Court adopt the proposed rule amendment, then the board 

requests that it be made effective immediately.  In addition, the board requests that 

the Court appoint 2 additional lawyers and 1 additional public member, with terms 

to begin on November 1, 2015, and such terms to be for the duration specified in 

rules 1-22.3 and 1-23.3 of the Rules.  These additional positions on the board will 

terminate at the conclusion of these terms unless the board petitions the Court to 

continue the additional positions beyond these terms. 
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 Dated this 29th day of January, 2015. 

FLORIDA BOARD OF BAR EXAMINERS 
DARYL M. MANNING, CHAIR 

Michele A. Gavagni 
Executive Director 

By:/s/ Robert G. Blythe 
Robert G. Blythe 
General Counsel 
Florida Board of Bar Examiners 
1891 Eider Court 
Tallahassee, FL  32399-1750 
(850) 487-1292 
blyther@flcourts.org 
Florida Bar #353061 
 
 

Certificate of Service 
I certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing Petition has been 

served by U.S. Mail this 29th day of January 2015 to the following: 

John F. Harkness, Jr. Dean Kevin Cieply 
The Florida Bar Ave Maria School of Law 
651 East Jefferson Street 1025 Commons Circle 
Tallahassee, FL  32399-2300 Naples, FL  34119 
 
Dean Leticia Diaz Dean LeRoy Pernell 
Barry University School of Law Florida A&M University College of Law 
6441 East Colonial Drive 201 Beggs Ave. 
Orlando, FL 32807-3650 Orlando, FL  32801 
 
Interim Dean Chidi Ogene Dean R. Alex Acosta 
Florida Coastal Law School Florida International University College of Law 
8787 Baypine Road University Park, GL 495 
Jacksonville, FL 32256 Rafael Diaz-Balart Hall (RDB), Suite 1055 
 Miami, FL  33199 
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Dean Donald J. Weidner Dean John Garon 
Florida State University Nova Southeastern University, 
College of Law Shepard Broad Law Center 
425 West Jefferson Street 3305 College Avenue 
Tallahassee, FL 32306-1601 Ft. Lauderdale, FL  33314 
 
Christopher M. Pietruszkiewicz Dean Alfredo Garcia 
Dean & Professor of Law St. Thomas University School of Law 
Stetson University College of Law 16400 N.W. 32nd Avenue 
1401 61st Street, South Miami, FL  33054 
Gulfport, FL  33707 
 
Jeffrey L. Martlew Dean George Dawson 
Associate Dean University of Florida 
Thomas M. Cooley Law School Fredric G. Levin Law Center 
Tampa Bay Campus Post Office Box 117620 
9445 Camden Field Pkwy Gainesville, FL 32611 
Riverview, FL 33578 
 
Dean Patricia D. White 
University of Miami School of Law 
Post Office Box 248087 
Coral Gables, FL  33124 
 
 

/s/ Robert G. Blythe 
Robert G. Blythe 
 

Certificate of Type Size and Style 
I certify that the size and style of type used in this Petition are 14 Times 

New Roman.  

 
 

     /s/ Robert G. Blythe 
     Robert G. Blythe 
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