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STATE OF FLORIDA

CONSTITUTION REVISION COMMISSION

About the CRC: The CRC is a State of Florida
government entity and is subject to te state
purchasing/procurement process. It convenes once
every 20 years to examine Florida's Constitution and
propose changes for voter consideration.
__________________________________________/

PUBLIC MEETING

DATE: Monday, October 2, 2017
TIME: 10:00 a.m. - 10:17 a.m.
LOCATION: The Capitol Florida senate Chamber

400 South Monroe Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32399

Reported by:

JESSICA RENCHEN, Court Reporter
For the Record Reporting, Inc.
1500 Mahan Drive, Suite 140
Tallahassee, Florida, 32308
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CONTACT:

MEREDITH BEATRICE, Director of External Affairs
E-mail: Meredith.Beatrice@flcrc.gov
Cell: 850-717-9242
Direct Office: 850-717-9242
Main Office: 850-717-9550
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P R O C E E D I N G S

THE STAFF: Commissioners and guests in the

gallery, please silent all electronic devices.

All Commissioners, please indicate your

presence.

The form is present, Mr. Chair.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you.

The Commission will be in order.

Commissioners and guests, please rise for the

opening prayer, for a moment of silence for the

tragic events in Las Vegas. Thank you.

(Prayer/Moment of Silence.)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please remain standing for the

Pledge of Allegiance to be lead by this afternoon

-- this morning by Commissioner Thurlow-Lippisch.

(Pledge of Allegiance.)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please be seated.

We will now continue with the daily order of

business: Communications. There are no

communications.

Introduction of proposals. There are none.

Report of committees. We have a report from

the Rules and Administration Committee.

Commissioner Cerio, you are recognized to explain

the report.
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MR. CERIO: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Good morning, Commissioners. The Rules and

Administration Committee met on August 9th and

gave recommendations on several deadlines for

consideration by the full Commission. Following

the cancellation of the commissioners' September

18th through 19th meetings due to Hurricane Irma,

the rules committee met again on September 25th to

revise the deadlines.

So much of the state clearly was impacted by

the hurricane. Many people were recovering -- are

still recovering, so basically the Commission --

or the Rules Committee thought it was appropriate

to push back some of these deadlines to give

Floridians more time and opportunity to

participate. Clearly the public's input is

critical to this process, and it was just the

right thing to do.

So each of you commissioners have a copy of

the report on your desk. The report recommends a

public proposal submission deadline of October

6th. The old deadline was September 22nd. This

is the proposed deadline for members of the public

to submit constitutional amendments for you as

commissioners to move to sponsor in accordance
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with Rule 3.3.

The report also recommends a commissioner

draft request deadline of October 17th. That is

the deadline for commissioners to submit a request

to have staff assist in drafting exact language of

a proposals or maybe it's just a concept at that

point. The key is, the deadline is October 17th

if you would like staff to assist you in drafting

your proposal. Any proposals submitted after the

proposed deadline will be filed exactly as the

commissioner submitted them without any technical

or substantive revisions by staff.

Additionally, the report recommends a

commissioner proposal filing deadline of October

31. This is the final deadline for commissioners

to file a proposed constitutional amendment for

consideration by the full Commission.

And finally, the report recommends a deadline

for filing amendments to proposals being heard in

a committee. The recommended amendment filing

deadline is 24 hours before the notice hour of the

meeting. And just to be clear, this

recommendation only applies at the Committee

level. It does not apply to amendments for full

commission meetings.
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Mr. Chairman, I move Commission accept this

report in its entirety and adopt the deadlines

contained therein.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. Cerio.

Are there any questions on the report?

Is there any debate?

Seeing none. Unlock the board. All

Commissioners proceed to vote on the Committee

report.

Lock the board, please. Announce the vote.

THE STAFF: Thirty yeas; zero nays, Mr.

Chair.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you.

The report is adopted.

Commissioners, I will now open the floor for

any commissioner wishing to move a file and

sponsor a public proposal in accordance with Rule

3.3.

Upon an affirmative vote of 10 commissioners

the public proposal will be filed as a

commissioner proposal with the moving commissioner

as sponsored.

Public participation is critical to the CRC

process, and we are greatly to Floridians who have

taken the time to submit proposals. We review
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these public proposals and comments we receive.

It is clear that Floridians share many of the same

interests in similar subject areas.

Several commissioners observe the strong

interest during the process of filing their own

proposals based on the public input we have

received. This is a collegial process that allows

every commission the opportunity to identify good

ideas put forward by Floridians that he or she

would like to carry through this process.

Votes taken on these motions are to allow a

commissioner to file the proposal. These are not

votes on the substance of any individual proposal.

We will consider each motion without debate and go

directly to a vote. I ask commissioners to

refrain from discussing the merits of any

individual proposal.

Are there any motions to sponsor public

proposals?

Commissioner Plymale is acknowledged.

MS. PLYMALE: I propose to sponsor 700396,

which is titled "Closing the Write-in Loophole.

It's sponsored by former Senator Dave Aronberg

who's currently the State Attorney in West Palm

Beach.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Please unlock the board. All

commissioners proceed to vote.

Please lock the board. Announce the vote.

THE STAFF: Twenty-seven yeas; three nays,

Mr. Chair.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Proposal carries. Thank you.

Anyone else?

Commissioner Timmann.

MS. TIMMANN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

I would like to move for public proposal

700202, which deletes the provision in Article 10

Section 19 related to high-speed ground

transportation. And I request that pursuant to

CRC Rule 3.3. I would appreciate the vote of at

least nine members in support of moving this

proposal forward to delete a revision that has

already been repealed by the voters. Thank you.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Commissioner.

Please unlock the board and vote. Thank you.

Have all commissioners voted? Have all

commissioners voted?

The answer is -- lock the board.

THE STAFF: Thirty yeas; zero nays, Mr.

Chair.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Commissioner
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Timmann. The motion is adopted.

Are there any other proposals?

Mr. Smith.

MR. SMITH: Thank you, Mr. Chair.

I noticed only two of the public proposals

were taken up today. I know Floridians are

watching this process. I just wanted to make a

quick point if that's possible?

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please go ahead.

MR. SMITH: A proposal that Senator Joyner

and I put forth, the Automatic Restoration of

Rights, was offered by many Floridians and put in

as public proposals. We're not taking it up. We

filed it as commissioners. But that is the

essence of about 12 different public proposals.

I just want the public to know that we are

looking at these and we are taking them seriously

and looking at them. So the one that we filed is

in essence 12 different ones that were filed by

citizens through the Internet and also when they

came to our meetings.

So just because we only took up two today as

commissioners, a lot of the things that we're

filing and especially the one that Senator Joyner

and I filed is the essence of the hard working and
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intellect of Floridians. I just wanted to put

that on the record; that our proposal is the

essence of about 12 of these that are there.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Commissioner Smith.

Is there another commissioner that would like

to speak?

Seeing none.

We need to continue the process. We have

about 30 days -- a little less than 30 days to

represent Floridians in the open process. Whether

they're public or you take them as your own, as

long as they get to us, we can act on them. Thank

you.

The full commission will be meeting again on

October 17th when commissioners will have another

opportunity to sponsor public proposals that have

been submitted.

Matters on reconsideration. There are none

before the Commission today.

Special order calendar. There is no special

order calendar today.

Unfinished business. There is no unfinished

business.

Corrections to the journal. There are none.

Are there any announcements?
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Does any commissioner have any announcements?

Seeing none. Commissioner Cerio, you are

recognized for a motion.

MR. CERIO: Mr. Chairman, I move that we

stand adjourned.

MR. CHAIRMAN: So moved. Thank you very much

for your participation.

(Thereupon, the proceedings were concluded at

10:17 a.m.)
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CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER

I, JESSICA RENCHEN, Registered Professional Court

Reporter, certify that I was authorized to and did

stenographically report the foregoing proceedings and

that the transcript is a true and complete record of

my stenographic notes.

DATED this 2nd day of October, 2017.

_______________________________
JESSICA RENCHEN, Court Reporter
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