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142.01 Fine and forfeiture fund contents.­
There shall be in every county of this state a 
separate fund to be known as the fine and 
forfeiture fund. Said fund shall consist of all 
fines and forfeitures collected in the county 
under the penal laws of the state, all costs re­
funded to the county, all funds arising from 
the hire or other disposition of convicts and 
the proceeds of any special tax that may be 
levied by the county commissioners for ex­
penses of criminal prosecutions. Said funds 
shall be paid out only for criminal expenses, 
fees and costs where the crime was committed 
in the county, and the fees and costs are a legal 
claim against the county, in accordance with 
the provisions of this chapter. 

History.-§1, ch. 4323, 1895; §1, ch. 4672, 1899; GS 961; 
RGS 1774• CGL 2825. 
cf.-§9, Ar!. XVI Florlda constitution. 

142.02 Levy of a special tax.-The board of 
county commissioners of every county may levy 
a special tax, not to exceed two mills, upon the 
real and personal property of the respective 
counties, to be assessed and collected as other 
county taxes are assessed and collected, for 
such costs of criminal prosecutions. 

Hlstory.-§1, ch. 4323, 1895; §1, ch. 4672, 1899; GS 962; 
RGS 1775; CGL 2826. 

142.03 Disposition of fines and forfeitures; 
reports.-All fines imposed under the penal 
laws of this state, and the proceeds of all for­
feited bail bonds or recognizances, shall be paid 
into the fine and forfeiture fund of the county 
in which the indictment was found or the prose­
cution commenced, and judgment must be enter­
ed therefor in favor of the state for the use 
of the particular county. The county commis­
sioners of each county shall require a full f'eport 
from all justices of the peace and clerks of 
county criminal courts, circuit courts, and the 
county judges, once in each month, within thirty 
days after the expiration of said month, of the 
amount of fines imposed by their courts and of 
bonds forfeited and judgments rendered on said 
forfeited bonds, and into whose hands they had 
been paid or placed for collection, the date of 
conviction in each case, the term of imprison­
ment and the name of the officer to whom com­
mitment was delivered. If any justice of the 
peace, county judge, clerk of the criminal court 
or circuit court, shall fail to make such report 
for any month the board of county commis-
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sioners shall immediately report to the governor 
any such failure or refusal of such justice of 
the peace, county judge, clerk of county, county 
criminal and circuit court to make such month­
ly report, and the governor may, in his discre­
tion, suspend such officer or officers from office. 
The county commissioners may withhold any 
fees or costs of any officer until said officer col­
lects and pays over to the depository legally 
entitled to receive the same all such fines and 
forfeitures or furnishes a satisfactory excuse 
for not doing so. 

History.-§2, ch. 4323, 1895; §l, ch. 5155, 1903; GS 963; 
RGS 1776; CGL 2827. 

142.04 Clerk to issue certificate.-The clerk 
of the circuit court shall issue a certificate under 
the seal of the court, and keep a stub copy of 
the same, to each witness appearing on the part 
of the state, stating therein the name of the 
case and the amount of compensation to which 
he is entitled, where the same is a claim against 
the county out of the fine and forfeiture fund. 

Hlstory.-§§1, chs. 4323, 4326, 1895; GS 964; RGS 1777; CGL 
2828. 

142.05 Clerk not entitled to fee.-The clerk 
issuing the certificate shall not be entitled to 
receive any fee for performing the duty herei11 
imposed. Said clerk shall make out a pay roll 
in duplicate giving the name of each witness 
summoned for the state before the court, the 
number of days of attendance, miles traveled 
and the amount he is entitled to. The witness 
shall sign same in presence of a witness and 
the clerk shall certify to the correctness of the 
pay roll. 

Hlstory.-~§1, chs. 4323, 4326, 1895; GS 965; CGL 2829; §1, 
ch. 20416, 1941. 

142.06 Form of pay roll.-The form of this 
pay roll shall be prescribed by the county com­
missioners, and filed in the clerk of the circuit 
court's office for the information and use of 
the county commissioners in reviewing the acts 
of the clerk issuing certificates to witnesses 
appearing on behalf of the state; and the county 
commissioners may reject any witness certificate 
or any portion thereof that they may deem 
illegal and pay into the fine and forfeiture fund 
the amount rejected out of any fees or costs go­
ing to the clerk issuing the certificate, in case 
the clerk fails to at once pay the amount. 

Hlstory.-§§1, chs. 4323, 4326, 1895; GS 966; RGS 1779; CGL 
2830. 

521 



Ch. 142 FINE AND FORFEITURE FUND, COUNTY Ch. 142 

142.07 Pay rolls.-Where the witness on be­
half of the state appears in any case in county 
courts, county judge's courts or county criminal 
courts of record, the clerks of said courts shall 
make out pay rolls as prescribed in the precedif!g 
section. Said pay rolls shall be sworn to by said 
clerks and presented to the clerk of the circuit 
court, to be filed with the said clerk. If said 
clerk of the circuit court is satisfied of the cor­
rectness and legality of the pay roll he shall is­
sue certificates to each witness legally and prop­
erly on said pay roll for the amount due him in 
the same manner as for witnesses in the circuit 
court and such certificates shall constitute the 
same 'claim against the county, and be receivable 
for fines and forfeitures or any special tax levied 
for criminal costs. 

Wstory.-§5, ch. 4323, 1895; OS 967; RGS 1780; CGL .2831; 
11, ch. 24306, 1847. 

142.08 Clerk responsible.-If any portion of 
said certificates are rejected by the county com­
missioners, the clerk of the court wh!!re the 
witness appeared shall be held responsible for 
the same and if immediate payment is not made 
by said 'clerk, the county commissioners shall 
deduct the amount rejected from any fees go­
ing to said clerk. 

Hlstor:r.-16, ch. 4823, 1896; GS 968; RGS 1781; CGL 
2832. 

142.09 If defendant Is not convicted, or dies. 
-If the defendant is not convicted, or the 
prosecution is abated by the death of the de­
fendant, or if the costs are imposed on the 
defendant and execution against him is return­
ed no property found, or if a nolle prosse be 
entered in each of these cases the fees of 
witness~s and officers arising from criminal 
causes shall be paid by the county in the man­
ner specified in §§142.10-142.12; provided, .that 
when a committing magistrate holds to ball or 
commits a person to answer to a criminal charge 
and an information is not filed or an indict­
ment found against such person, the costs ~d 
fees of such committing trial shall not be paid 
by the county, except the costs of executing the 
warrants. 

Hlstory.-1§3, 7, ch. 4823, 1896; GS 970; RGS 1782; CGL 
2833. 
cf.-§939.14 County not to pay cost. 

142.10 Officer to make out accounts as di­
rected.-The officer shall make out his account 
against the county in such form as the cou_nty 
commissioners may require, stating the services 
for which the fee is charged, the title of the 
case in which the services were performed, and 
the facts which, under the provisions of §142.09, 
make the fees a good claim against the county, 
including all legal charges and costs before 
justices of the peace, and present the same to 
the board of county commissioners, with the 
affidavit that the same is correct. 

Htstory.-18, ch. 4323, 1896; 12, ch. 4672, 1899; GS 971; 
RGS 1783; CGL 2834.. 
ct.-§939.08 Costs to be certlfled b:V county commtsslonera before 

audit. 

ject all or any portion of any account which is 
not a valid claim against the county, and shall 
allow and pay the same only when it is just, 
correct and reasonable, and no constructive 
mileage or illegal or unnecessary item or charge 
in any frivolous case shall be allowed. 

Hlstory.-§8, ch. 4828, 1896; 12, ch. 4672, 1899; GS 972; 
RGS 1784; CGL 2836. 

142.12 County commissioners to audit; how 
payable.-The county commissioners shall audit 
all bills and accounts and order a warrant, 
signed by the chairman and countersigned by 
the clerk of the circuit court, under the seal of 
the court, for the amount that they may find 
to be due, payable out of the fine and forfeiture 
fund, and a copy of all such warrants shall be 
kept by the clerk of the circuit court. 

Hlstory.-§8, ch. 4323, 1895; 12, ch. 4672, 1899; GS 973; 
RGS 1785; CGL 2836. 

142.13 Right of officer to test validity.­
Whenever any officer shall have presented to 
the county commissioners any bill or account 
against any county and such bill or account or 
any part thereof shall have been rejected by the 
county commissioners, such officer may test the 
validity of his said charge, bill or account, by 
suit against the county, and may recover a 
judgment for the amount or such part thereof 
as shall be a legal claim for services rendered 
in the performance of duty, with interest there­
on ; provided, that no such claim shall be sued 
on more than one year after its final rejection 
by the county commissioners. 

Hlstory.-§2, ch. 4672, 1899; GS 976; RGS 1786; CGL 
2837. 

142.15 Prisoner confined in different county. 
-Where the prisoner is confined in the jail of 
a different county from the one in which the 
crime was committed, then the sheriff's bill for 
feeding such prisoner shall be presented to the 
board of county commissioners of the county in 
which the crime is alleged to have been commit­
ted, and paid by such county. If the sheriff 
should subsequently collect any such fees for 
feeding a prisoner, he shall pay the same to the 
county depository, to go into the fine and for­
feiture fund. The county commissioners shall 
see that there is always set aside and retained 
in the fine and forfeiture fund out of the moneys 
collected from the special tax authorized to be 
collected for such fund, enough cash to pay for 
keepinp and feeding such prisoners. 

Hlstory.-§9, ch. 4823, 1896; ch. 4627, 1897; GS 977; RGS 
1788; CGL 2839. 

142.16 Change of venue.-In case of change 
of venue in any case, all fines and forfeitures in 
such case go to the county in which the indict­
ment was found, and the fees of all officers and 
witnesses are a charge upon the county in which 
the indictment was found, in like manner as if 
the trial had not been removed. All costs and 
fees arising from the coroner's inquests shall 
be a charge upon the county where the inquest 
is held, and shall be payable from the general 
revenue fund of the county. 

142.11 Powers and duties of county com- utator:r.-llO, ch. 4323, 1896; GS 978; RGS 1789; CGL 
missioners.-The county commissioners may re- 2840. 
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142.17 Comptroller to prepare blanks.-The 
comptroller shall prepare suitable blanks and 
forms to be used in connection with the auditing 
of all claims under this chapter, and furnish the 
clerks of the circuit courts with a printed copy 
of the same. 

Hlstory.-§1, ch. 4430, 1895; GS 980; RGS 1791; CGL 
2842. 

142.18 Duty of county commissioners.-The 
county commissioners of the respective counties 
shall adopt forms furnished in accordance with 
§142.17, and have printed a sufficient number of 
said blanks for the use of the officers of their 
respective counties. 

Hlatoey.-§2, ch. 4480, 1895; GS 981; RGS 1792; CGL 
2848. 
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